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CLARIFICATION NOTE 1 
 

WFID: 246389 
 

NOTA BENE: Applicants are reminded that questions concerning this Call for Proposals shall be 
addressed to the GSA’s functional mailbox gnss-grants@gsa.europa.eu and the subject of the email 
shall read “GSA/GRANT/03/2018 Enhanced Receiver for autonomous driving/navigation”. 
Processing of emails which do not bear this subject line may be delayed. 
 
Question no.1: During the first part of the webinar, it was emphasised that the call is targeting – as 
much as possible – automation level (L5) performance positioning requirements. How is ‘very 
accurate absolute positioning’ defined? Would these requirements be considered as already 
satisfied if the positioning unit is capable of complying with the GSA's Requirements for automated 
interventions and autonomous driving listed in Table 9 - Section 6.1 of the GSA Report on Road User 
Needs and Requirements? 
 
Answer: The Call for Proposal does not prescribe any specific performance target. Indeed they have 
to be defined by the beneficiary after a thorough critical assessment of the state-of-the-art and 
depending on the overall proposal objectives, including the specific use cases that are proposed to be 
enabled. GSA Report on Road User Needs and Requirements is considered a valid source of 
information to perform such critical assessment, however the applicants are also allowed to base their 
analyses on additional sources.  
That does not apply only to accuracy, but to all positioning requirements (e.g. integrity, continuity, 
availability, robustness etc.). 
In line with that, it is important to underline that, as per Call for Proposal section 2.2 bullet c., the 
applicant(s) shall also include in the proposal a “preliminary list of target positioning requirements 
proposed to be met to enable the objective in point b., within the proposed ODD”. 
 
Question no.2: Will it be possible to access the webinar after it is over? 
 
Answer: The clarifications and the webinar slides will be published in due time on the GSA website 
under the link pertaining to the Call for Proposals GSA/GRANT/03/2018; participants to the webinar 
will also be notified via e-mail.  
 
Question no.3: When will the list of participants to the webinar be published, as such information 
would facilitate the formulation of consortia?  
 
Answer: According to the applicable legislation on data protection, the communication of the contact 
details of any registrant to the webinar can only take place if said registrant has given his/her express 
written consent by submitting the relevant form, which can be accessed here 
https://www.gsa.europa.eu/webinar-consent-form. Depending on the feedback received from 
registrants in this respect, the contact details shall be distributed in due course. 
 
Question no.4: If a project has already started, can a proposal be submitted for the remainder of 
the project and development costs? 
 
Answer: Yes, a grant may be awarded for an action which has already begun, provided that (1) the 
applicant can demonstrate the need to start the action before the grant agreement is signed, (2) it 
aims at achieving the objectives of the Call for Proposals and (3) fulfills all the criteria defined in the 
Call for Proposals. In such cases, costs eligible for financing may not have been incurred prior to the 
date of submission of the grant application. 
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It is noted that proposals based on technical solutions which may have already been partially 
developed (as part of a broader research initiative) may also be eligible for funding under this Call for 
Proposals, provided that they fulfill all the criteria defined in the Call; in such cases, the project being 
proposed for funding must be clearly defined as a separate project (albeit based on pre-existing work) 
and the proposal should present the broader scope of research, including a presentation of actions 
which have taken place prior to the proposed start date of the action.  
 
Please note that the GSA will not finance a proposal that has already been granted financing from 
other EU sources or for projects which are already completed. 
 
Question no.5: Is it feasible to achieve automation Level 5 and Technological Readiness Level 7+ 
with the foreseen budget? 
 
Answer: The project’s objectives are ambitious but achievable within the proposed timeframe and 
with the proposed budget. It is up to the applicant to define and propose its best solution compatible 
with the call constraints, on the understanding that EU contribution is not foreseen to cover 100% of 
the total costs of the action.  
 
Question no.6: Is it feasible for any other industry, apart from car manufacturers or tier-1 
manufacturers that are fully experienced in the entire sensor and GNSS areas, to submit an 
application and to lead a consortium? 
 
Answer: No specific requirement is defined in the Call for Proposals with respect to consortium 
composition, and it is also possible for single applicants (not forming part of a consortium) to submit 
a proposal. It is up to the applicant to gather technical competences and expertise compatible with 
the Call for Proposal’s requirements in order to pass the technical selection criteria (ref. Call for 
proposal section 9.2) and receive an adequate score when assessed against the award criteria (ref. 
Call for proposal section 10).   
 
Question no.7: Is there a risk that no project would be selected? 
 
Answer: The outcome of this grant procedure will depend on the quality of the proposal(s) that will 
be received. 
 
Question no.8: Could you confirm that the call is focused on the development of a positioning unit? 
It is our understanding that autonomous navigation features (e.g. obstacle detection, traffic-sign 
recognition etc.) are outside the scope of this call. Is this correct? 
 
Answer: The main objective of the call is to develop a positioning engine. Minor developments related 
to additional complementary autonomous navigation functions might be considered eligible, provided 
that they are needed to perform an effective prototype demonstration in the interest of showcasing 
the expected benefits and that the positioning unit is predominant in the overall proposed work plan. 


