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Personalities available for interview

 Matthias Petschke

Director of the European GNSS programs – Galileo and 
EGNOS – at the European Commission (EC)

Matthias Petschke is Director of the European GNSS programs (Galileo and EGNOS)  

at the European Commission since 2013. He joined the Commission more than 20 

years ago and held various positions in the areas of international trade negotiations 

and internal market policies, especially public procurement. Petschke has studied 

Law at Würzburg, Lausanne and Freiburg universities.



Jean-Marc Piéplu 

GNSS Exploitation Program Manager, GSA

Jean-Marc Piéplu has been an active contributor to the European GNSS programmes 

development since 1994. He took up his current position at the GSA in May 2012. 

Prior to this role, Piéplu was the Galileo Project Manager at the European Commission 

between 2008 and 2012, in charge of the Galileo IOV and FOC deployment phase 

activities. He previously worked at the European Space Agency and at Thales Alenia 

Space France, in charge of early Galileo Mission analyses, of the EGNOS Performance 

& Algorithms engineering, of the EGNOS Central Processing Facility Design and 

Development, of the Galileo System Engineering (at Galileo Industries in Rome) and 

of the Galileo Ground Mission Segment Design and Development. Piéplu graduated 

in 1989 from ISAE/Sup’Aéro (Aeronautics & Space Engineering diploma) in Toulouse, 

France and holds a MBA from IAE Toulouse, France.

Carlo des Dorides

Executive Director, European GNSS Agency (GSA)

As Executive Director of the GSA, Carlo des Dorides sets the vision of the Agency 

and ensures that its mission is reached. Des Dorides has almost three decades 

of experience managing space service focussed teams. Most recently, he had key 

management responsibilities at the European Commission and was responsible for 

the definition of the Galileo/EGNOS exploitation phase and the EGNOS operational 

phase. Before joining the Commission, he led the Concession Department at the 

European GNSS Supervisory Authority and served as Chief Negotiator of the Galileo 

Public-Private-Partnership/Concession contract at the Galileo Joint Undertaking. Des 

Dorides holds a degree in engineering from the University of Rome and an M.B.A. 

from CUOA, Vicenza, Italy.

Gian Gherardo Calini

Head of Market Development, GSA

Gian Gherardo Calini became GSA’s Head of Market Development in December 

2006. Prior to joining the GSA, he held senior marketing and business development 

positions in the transportation and service industries. He built his management 

experience working for McKinsey & Company, Procter and Gamble and Citibank, 

where he held marketing and business development positions. Calini holds a Master’s 

Degree in Economics and Commercial Engineering from “La Sapienzia” University 

in Rome and a Master of Business Administration from INSEAD in Fontainebleau.



Philippe Rollet

Senior Expert at Airbus Helicopters

Philippe Rollet is Senior Expert at Airbus Helicopters for rotorcraft integration in the 

ATM system and for more than ten years is being involved in European projects 

dealing with EGNOS application to helicopter operations. He is advisor in the 

Helicopter Working Group of ICAO Instrument Flight Procedures Panel and also 

Technical Manager of GARDEN and CARE CleanSky projects aiming to define 

satellite-based procedures for environment-friendly rotorcraft IFR operations.

Eric Delesalle

ATR Head of Flight Test

With extended professional experience in the aeronautical sector, Eric Delesalle 

possess 7500 hours on 80 different types of aircraft. He has a fighter pilot and civilian 

licenses, as well as experimental test pilot qualification. Delesalle is also an Airplane 

Flight Manual and Human Factor Compliance Verifying Engineer and CEO of Horus  

Aero Company, an independent aeronautical consulting and CubCrafters Certified 

Sales Center for France, which performs Flight Operations for Novespace. 

Jean-Claude Dardelet

Deputy to the Mayor of Toulouse

Jean-Claude Dardelet is deputy to the Mayor of Toulouse in charge of European 

and international affairs. He is vice-president of Toulouse Metropole, also Chairman 

of the Economic Development Agency Invest- in-Toulouse and vice president of 

the Cité de l’Espace. An international career of 30 years in aerospace industries 

(Schlumberger, Zodiac and Thales Alenia Space) and European Union credentials, 

in particular for the emergence and development of the EGNOS, Galileo and 

Copernicus programs since their earliest stages and for the benefit of scientific and 

commercial programs, Jean-Claude Dardelet also contributed to topics related to the 

European Union industrial policy and international relations. Gratuated Engineer with 

a postgraduate in international trade, it is auditor postgraduate at Cycle des Hautes 

Etudes Européennes (Ecole Nationale d’Administration).



Thierry Racaud

CEO at European Satellite Services Provider (ESSP)

Holder of an engineering degree in mathematics and computer science engineering, 

Thierry Racaud spent 10 years in Airbus D&S (former Matra Marconi Space) as a 

program manager for mission critical ground systems (Ariane5 in French Guiana, 

export satcom and French MoD programs). He then joined the Capgemini Group in 

2000 where he held various management and business development positions for 

space, aeronautics, air traffic management and defence activities in Europe, for both 

institutional and commercial customers. He acted as Vice President of Capgemini 

AeroSpace & Defence and was a member of its executive committee from 2005 to 

2014. He then joined ESSP as Chief Executive in February 2014.

David Comby 

French interministerial coordinator delegate for the 
GNSS programmes

David Comby has devoted the major part of his career in the safety of Air navigation. 

He graduated engineer from the French Civil Aviation University (ENAC) and obtained 

a Master degree in Satellite-Based Communication, Navigation and Surveillance. 

Holding positions in the French Ministry for Ecology, Sustainable Development 

and Energy, David Comby was the chief of the department in charge of safety and 

performance in the direction of the operations of the French Air Navigation Service 

Provider (DSNA) until his appointment as  interministerial coordinator delegate for 

the GNSS programmes in September 2012.

Pierre-Yves Huerre

Strategy and Prospective Director of the DNSA 
(French Civil Aviation Authority)

Pierre-Yves Huerre is the Strategy and Prospective Director of the DNSA (Direction 

des Services de la Navigation Aérienne) (French Civil Aviation Authority). Graduated 

from the Ecole Nationale de l’Aviation Civile (ENAC), he has been involved in Civil 

Aviation since 20 years. He has been in charge in particular of the Northern aviation 

navigation service in France.



Bernard Miaillier

Head of ATM Strategies, EUROCONTROL

Graduated engineer from Ecole Polytechnique in Paris (1976) and the French National 

Civil Aviation School in Toulouse (1978). After 1 year of air traffic control experience 

as deputy to Director of the Paris Air Traffic Control Centre, Miaillier spent 8 years 

as R&D project engineer and manager in the French Air Navigation Directorate. 

He joined EUROCONTROL in 1987 and he was since then involved in future ATM/

CNS concept definition and implementation planning, and in management and co-

ordination of R&D programmes. He also became the Project Manager of the SESAR 

Definition Phase managing the contribution of EUROCONTROL to the SESAR Joint 

Undertaking work programme.

Amadou Ousmane Guitteye

Director General of ASECNA (Agency for Air Navigation 
Safety in Africa and Madagascar)

Amadou Ousmane Guitteye is the Director General of ASECNA, an international 

public organisation created in 1959, having 18 Member States, and vested with the 

responsibility of air navigation safety and cooperative management of an airspace 

of 16,1 million km2. Born in Mopti (Mali), he has been graduated as a Civil Aviation 

engineer from ENAC (Ecole Nationale de l’Aviation Civile) in Toulouse (France), and 

with various degrees from the University of Dakar (Senegal). In the past, he held 

numerous positions within ASECNA Headquarters and national Representations. 

He also served at the International Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAO) as Regional 

Director Director, Western and Central Africa, and in Mali as Director General of Civil 

Aviation and Technical Advisor to the Ministers of Transport.

Jorge Albalat

Air Nostrum CRJ Captain

Jorge Albalat is CRJ Captain of Air Nostrum and posses 8700  flight hours. He is 

also  Deputy Flight Crew Training Manager in the company, as well as CRJ Fleet 

Technical Manager. Albalat has broad experience piloting for the Spanish Air Force 

(CASA C-101, MIRAGE III and F-1) and for Air Nostrum (FOKKER 50, DASH-8 Q300 

and CRJ).



Jean-Christophe Lair

Airbus Experimental Flight Test Pilot

Jean-Christophe Lair started his professional life as an aeronautical engineer with the 

French DGAC, specialized in navigation and guidance systems. In 1994 he became a 

Line Pilot, flying DC10s as a First Officer then MD80s as Captain and Flight Instructor. 

In 2002 he was hired by Airbus Flight Tests and took his Test Pilot training at Airbus 

and at the French Flight Test School EPNER. He has since worked with Airbus on 

many projects linked to FMS or approach systems. He currently flies on all Airbus 

types, both in production and development flight tests.

Laurent Azoulai

GNSS - Landing Systems Expert at Airbus
Laurent Azoulai is currently GNSS (Satellite Navigation) - Landing Systems Technical 

Expert within Airbus. He was appointed in January 2010. In this role he is supporting 

and advising on the GNSS technologies and is also working on related architectures 

and operational use in the C.N.S. ATM domains. Laurent Azoulai is involved in 

aviation standardization activities where he represents Airbus at ICAO, RTCA and 

EUROCAE Working Groups dealing with navigation and GNSS. He is also acting as 

co-chairman of RTCA SC-159 WG-2 “SBAS”. Prior to this, he held various positions 

with responsibilities in the field of navigation systems development, research 

and technology and support, working on landing functions such as GBAS Landing 

Systems (GLS) and Satellite Landing Systems (SLS).

David Burrows 

Air Traffic Services Manager, Exeter International Airport

David Burrows is Air Traffic Services Manager, Exeter International Airport. He is 

active ATCO with valid ADI, APP and APS ratings, trained at Bournemouth and 

London Heathrow. With over 35 years ATC experience, David Burrows is an ATC 

examiner, assessor, verifier and training instructor. He has also been the Exeter 

project manager for the ACCEPTA LPV initiative to accelerate the EGNOS adoption 

in the aviation sector.



Belarmino Gonçalves

Senior Manager Economic and Operational Activities, EBAA

Belarmino Gonçalves started with EBAA in 2008 as Manager - Technical Affairs. Even 

if his main mission at that time was safety and EASA, he has participated to several 

projects in the SESAR Joint Undertaking Programme, in particular those related 

to the definition of the Cost Benefit Analysis model for business aviation. He also 

participated as the EBAA representative to several high level committees. Recently 

he took the lead of the EBAA project aiming to maintain and increase access of 

business aviation to secondary/tertiary airports by the deployment of GNSS/LPV 

procedures at those airports. He is also the focal point for EBAA in the augmented 

approaches to land consortium to demonstrate new approach and landing solutions 

that will increase the capacity of the European airport network while reducing 

emissions and noise.

Stephane Gosselin

General Manager Airbus Transport International - ATI

Stephane Gosselin has held the position as General Manager of Airbus Transport 

International (ATI) since the end of 2010. ATI, a wholly owned Airbus subsidiary, is 

responsible for operating the Beluga fleet which transports aircraft sections daily 

between Airbus’ production sites across Europe. In this role, Stephane Gosselin’s 

main challenge is to develop and manage ATI’s organisation and ensure it is ready 

to meet the challenges of Airbus’ production ramp-up. From 2000 to end 2010, 

Stephane worked in Airbus Customer Services where he developed an extensive 

experience in airline operations and economics, transnational coordination and 

supply chain management.

Martin Robinson

CEO of AOPA UK and Senior Vice President of International AOPA

As CEO of AOPA UK and as Senior Vice President of International AOPA, Martin Robinson 

has experience across safety and business/commercial experience in Europe and the 

Middle East. He is a Member of the CAA’s Finance Advisory Committee, NATMAC, ASICG, 

Industry Consultation Body (ICB), EASA Advisory Board and secretary of EGASF. In addition, 

he is holder of UK and US Pilots’ licences.


