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EUROPE TO INCREASE THE NUMBER OF GA PILOTS 
HOLDING AN INSTRUMENT QUALIFICATION 

 At this year’s AERO event in Friedrichshafen Patrick Ky, the EASA 

Director General stated that the US had a better safety record in 

GA primarily because more GA pilots in the US hold Instrument 

qualifications than in Europe. 

 He said that EASA is committed to improving this situation and will 

continue to improve on the numbers of European pilots holding an 

instrument qualification. 

 Work has been done on the CB IR as well as the introduction of the 

EIR.  More work will begin soon on looking at the IR (Restricted) - the 
UK IMCR.  



ROOM FOR EXPANSION  

 In Europe there are 4649 
aerodromes only 500 are listed in 

the ICAO FASID (facilities 

document).  85% of which are 

publicly owned. 

 In Europe there 111 airports that are 

benefiting from EGNOS with 171 

LPVs and 86 BARO approaches 

having been certified. 

 In the US there are 15095 
aerodromes of which 5194 have 

paved runways. 

 As of April 2015 3534 WAAS 

approaches have been listed by 
the FAA providing LPV approaches 

into 1725 airports (FAA). 



WAAS (EGNOS) CAN IMPROVE THE 

SAFETY GA FLIGHTS 

 Wide area augmentation systems (WAAS EGNOS) should make it 

possible for general aviation pilots to fly to a greater number of 

airports during times of low visibility.  Where terrain is also an issue 

near an airport, precise vertical guidance improves safety 

regardless of visibility, whether the approach is being flown 

during the day or at night. 

 In the US over 65000 general aviation aircraft are equipped with 

WAAS receivers (total piston engine fleet 162000). 

 In Europe it is estimated that there are approximately 50000 
general aviation aircraft. 



STILL OPPORTUNITIES 

FOR GROWTH I EUROPE 

 The US has benefited from a 
deliberate industrial policy and high 

level of Government support. 

 In the US aviation is understood to 

be a large economic driver as well 
as the benefits that can come from 

a large network of aerodromes that 

serve the local and national 

economies. The GDP value of GA in 
the US is quoted as being $150 

billion per annum. 

Europe still trails behind the 

US so there is definitely room 

for growth. 

EGNOS will help to provide 

greater access to 
aerodromes throughout 

Europe and improve safety. 

We need to be quicker if 

we are to realise the 
benefits sooner. 


