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1.1 About the Study 

The purpose is to help SMEs in finding the best European, national and regional funding 

opportunities to support their investments and projects in the GNSS sector. 

The document presents a description of the main funding lines that are accessible to SMEs in 

Europe, and is divided into several sections: 

 Horizon 2020, the new EU Framework Programme for Research and Innovation, running 
2014 to 2020 aimed at implementing the Innovation Union, a Europe 2020 flagship 
initiative.  

 EU grants, delivered within the framework of multiannual funding programmes managed 
by the European Commission to support transnational projects. Main characteristics of 
these projects are the innovation of state of the art, the non-profit rule and the presence 
of a partnership between actors from several EU Member States. 

 National grants, delivered by national authorities in the framework of internal funding 
laws or programmes. 

 Regional funds, delivered through Structural Funds. These funds are allocated by the EU 
to the Member States and regions in order to fund local projects aiming at increasing 
territorial cohesion. The Structural Funds depend on regional operational programmes, 
and they are managed by regional authorities. These funds are particularly interesting for 
investments in infrastructures. 

 European Space Agency (ESA), which is funding direct research and development 
activities, with the purpose of giving rise to commercial products and services. As a 
general rule, participation in ESA R&D actions is open to all firms and has a European 
dimension. The main instrument of funding is public procurement. 

 Loans from the European Investment Bank (EIB), delivered to investments of high 
European interest in several areas. Various finance facilities are available for SMEs, 
especially for R&D, risk capitals, guarantees. Most of the funds are accessible through 
local intermediary banks appointed by the EIB. 

 Tenders (public procurement), finalised to the signature of public contracts for pecuniary 
interest between economic operators and contracting authorities in order to obtain the 
supply of movable or immovable assets, the execution of works or the provision of 
services. 

 Other funding opportunities delivered by other institutions or networks, including 
awards for individuals and minor EU programmes with some secondary application of 
GNSS technology. 

Funding opportunities in the period 2014-2020 are currently under discussion at institutional level, 

and shall be approved at the end of 2013. 
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This funding guide will be updated subsequently in order to reflect the changing European funding 

landscape. An electronic version is available at http://www.gsa.europa.eu/gnss-funding-

guide/introduction. 

  

http://www.gsa.europa.eu/gnss-funding-guide/introduction
http://www.gsa.europa.eu/gnss-funding-guide/introduction
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2 Horizon 2020 

2.1 Introduction 

Horizon 2020, also referred to as the “Framework Programme for Research and Innovation”, 
constitutes the European Union’s key instrument in implementing its Innovation Union flagship 
initiative. The programme’s runtime is scheduled for seven years. Of particular relevance to the 
GNSS sector, as outlined below, the first Call for “Applications in Satellite Navigation – Galileo” was 
officially opened on 11 December 2013. 

Through its introduction of Horizon 2020, the EU aims at merging its separate current research and 
innovation funding initiatives into a single programme. In particular, it combines all R&D funding 
efforts presently provided though the Framework Programmes for Research and Technological 
Development (e.g. FP6, FP7), which is of highest relevance to the funding of GNSS technological 
applications, the Competitiveness and Innovation Framework Programme (CIP), as well as the 
European Institute of Innovation and Technology (EIT). 

2.2 Horizon 2020 for GNSS 

Horizon 2020 will provide opportunities for the development of applications for use with EGNOS 
and Galileo Early Services. These applications will be part of the programme’s Space Theme. On 
top of that EGNSS applications development could be potentially funded through other topics 
relating to transportation, maritime, agriculture, energy and climate change.  

The table below summarises the elements of Horizon 2020 that are relevant to funding for GNSS 
applications, organised as follows: objective, structure, available funding, average time to obtain 
the grant, average project duration, industrial sectors supported, eligible beneficiaries, managing 
authority, information support, support services, website for further information. 
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Table 1: Horizon 2020 

TITLE Horizon 2020 – The Framework Programme for Research and Innovation 

OBJECTIVE Along with its overall objectives of securing Europe’s competitiveness in the global 
market economy, creating additional jobs and enhancing economic growth within the 
EU, the European Commission has set three specific priorities which the programme 
will focus on:  

 Supporting Excellent Science by granting support to the European Research 

Council, promoting the development of Future and Emerging Technologies 

(FET), providing researchers with training and career opportunities through the 

‘Marie Curie actions’ programme, and enhancing Europe’s research 

infrastructure 

 Enhancing Industrial Leadership of the EU for Competitive Industries, by 

increasing access to risk finance and supporting innovative activities by SMEs. 

Another part of this objective is to achieve Leadership in Enabling and 

Industrial technologies, such as ICT and nanotechnologies, advanced materials, 

biotechnology, advanced manufacturing and processing, and, importantly, 

space. 

 Addressing significant Societal Challenges, with a particular focus on 

sustainable development.  

Key factors in achieving these objectives within the programme’s determined 

timeframe constitute a market-driven approach based with stronger support for the 

commercialisation of project results, as well as a focus on international cooperation. 

STRUCTURE The programme introduces a set of structural novelties compared to the funding 

programmes presently conducted by the European Union. The changes are intended at 

decreasing the administrative costs involved in programme participation, precipitating 

the process which participants have to pass through before receiving funding, and 

decreasing the number of financial errors committed throughout project 

implementation. The EC
1
 prescribes three dimensions of simplification for Horizon 2020: 

 

1. Structural simplification  

Horizon 2020 will entail a simpler programme architecture focusing on the three key 

priorities outlined in the previous section, in order to increase participants’ knowledge 

of potential funding opportunities under the programme. Additionally, the EC has 

established a single set of participation rules (regarding eligibility, evaluation, and 

property rights) which will be applied to all components of the new programme.  

 

                                                           

1 European Commission (2011), ‘Horizon 2020 - The Framework Programme for Research and Innovation’, Communication from the 

Commission, http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2011:0808:FIN:en:PDF 

 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2011:0808:FIN:en:PDF
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2. Simplification of funding rules 

 Horizon 2020 will facilitate the remuneration of direct costs by increasing 
obligingness towards participants’ accounting practices. 

 It introduces the possibility of using unit personnel costs to take account of direct 
costs of project implementation.  

 The provision of concise minimum conditions will facilitate time-recording 
obligations fulfilled by participants. A particular measure will be to abandon 
timesheet obligations for staff who are working on Horizon 2020 projects on a full-
time basis.  

 To account for indirect costs involved in project implementation, the programme 
will introduce a single flat-rate (20%

2
)) applied to direct eligible cost. This single 

new method compares to four distinct methods of indirect cost calculation under 
the FP7 programme. 

 A single payment rate for all staff and activities employed in the same project will 
be introduced.  

 Finally, Horizon 2020 aims at introducing new funding instruments, such lump-
sum funds, inducement prizes, pre-commercial procurement, dedicated loan and 
equity instruments, and the possibility of output-based funding for specific 
research areas.  

 

3. Revision of control strategy 

The revised control strategy will extend the financial guarantee fund included in FP7 to 

all activities carried out under the programme, and only require coordinators to commit 

to ex-ante financial capacity checks for the projects. Further, the EC aims at reducing 

the required number of audit certificates on financial statements for participants (only 

requiring one such certificate per beneficiary). In addition, Horizon 2020 should entail 

fewer and better-targeted audits based on risk and fraud detection. As a result of these 

measures, the European Commission
3
expects that a maximum of 7% of beneficiaries 

will be involved in audit processes throughout the course of the entire programme.  

 

In addition to these dimensions of simplification implemented in Horizon 2020, the new 

programme will introduce several further changes in programme structure to optimise 

programme and project management. The programme’s “renewed approach to 

comitology” focuses on involving programme committees in strategic planning 

processes and the introduction of a single user-friendly IT platform.  

 

Further, Horizon 2020 aims at encouraging programme participation by SMEs, which 

can engage in collaborative projects as part of a consortium, and are supported through 

                                                           

2 European Commission (n.d.). ‘Horizon 2020: The EU Framework for Research and Innovation, 2014-2020’. Presentation. Available at: 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/horizon2020/pdf/press/horizon2020-presentation.pdf 

3 European Commission (2011), ‘Horizon 2020 - The Framework Programme for Research and Innovation’, Communication from the 

Commission, http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2011:0808:FIN:en:PDF 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/horizon2020/pdf/press/horizon2020-presentation.pdf
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2011:0808:FIN:en:PDF
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a new dedicated SME instrument designed for highly innovative SMEs.  The SME 

instrument grants exclusive funding and support in different phases to this type of 

companies, dedicated activities for research-intensive SMEs, and focusing access to risk 

financing on these firms. The instrument is intended at providing funding and support 

to all types of innovative SMEs, filling gaps in funding for early-stage, high-risk research 

and innovation by SMEs and stimulating innovation. Support (including single company 

support) is provided throughout three different stages covering the whole innovation 

cycle. Following successful completion of one phase, an SME can then move on to the 

next; however, there is no obligation for applicants to sequentially cover all three 

phases. Instead, each phase is open to all SMEs: 

 Phase 1: Concept and feasibility assessment. This allows for an assessment of 

the technological and commercial potential of a project, with funding being 

provided as a lump sum payment of €50,000. The typical duration of this 

phase is estimated at around 6 months. 

 Phase 2: R&D, demonstration, market replication. This phase of support aims 

to cover research and innovation activities with a particular focus on 

demonstration and market replication to encourage the involvement of end 

users or potential clients. Funding should be between €1-5 million, and the 

typical duration should range from 12 to 24 months.  

 Phase 3: Commercialisation. This final phase includes measures such as 

networking, training, coaching and mentoring, facilitating access to private 

capital and better interaction with key stakeholders. While SMEs will not 

receive direct funding under this stage, Phase 3 is supported indirectly 

through facilitated access to debt and equity financial instruments and other 

measures (e.g. protection of intellectual property rights). The debt facility 

provides loans, guarantees and other types of debt finance to innovative SMEs 

and other entities; the equity facility provides finance mainly for early-stage 

investments, focusing on early-stage SMEs with high potential for innovation 

and growth.   

 

FUNDING Total budget of just over €78.6 billion, with budgets across the programme’s key 

objectives as follows
4
: 

 Excellent Science: €24,441 million  

 Industrial leadership in innovation: €17,016 million. This includes major 

investments in key technologies, facilitated access to capital, and support for 

SMEs.  

 Societal Challenges: €29,679 million. This addresses major European societal 

                                                           

4 European Commission (2013). ‘Factsheet: Horizon 2020 budget’. Available at: 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/horizon2020/pdf/press/fact_sheet_on_horizon2020_budget.pdf   

All budget items listed are quoted in current prices. In constant prices (i.e. without accounting for inflation), this amounts to €70.2 
billion. 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/horizon2020/pdf/press/fact_sheet_on_horizon2020_budget.pdf
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concerns, such as climate change, developing sustainable transport and 

mobility, making renewable energy more affordable, ensuring food safety and 

security, or coping with the challenge of an ageing population. 

 

GNSS focus 

 Around €1.7 billion of Horizon 2020 should be available for space research.
5
  

 €7.7 billion for transport in total.
6
 

 

SME focus 

SMEs are encouraged to participate across the whole Horizon 2020 programme. They 

can engage in collaborative projects as part of a consortium, and are supported through 

the above-mentioned new SME instrument designed for highly innovative SMEs. Under 

Horizon 2020, a total amount of €2.84 is budgeted for financial instrument facilities, and 

accompanying measures for research and innovation.
7
 At least one-third of this amount 

will be dedicated to SMEs and small mid-caps. A leverage of up to 5 is expected, 

meaning that for every €1 provided through the financial instruments, additional 

finance of up to €5 will be generated by the private sector. The Commission will 

delegate financial institutions to provide the risk finance, via risk-sharing, guarantee 

schemes and equity investments. 

Based on this integrated approach, it is currently anticipated that a minimum of 20%, or 

about €8.65 billion, of the total combined budgets of the objectives ‘Leadership in 

enabling industrial technologies’ and ‘Societal challenges’ will be dedicated to SMEs. To 

achieve this target, the SME instrument will be allocated at least €3 billion over the 

course of Horizon 2020. 

 

These Horizon 2020 facilities will be operated in conjunction with the financial 

instrument facilities of the Programme for the Competitiveness of Enterprises and SMEs 

(COSME) (see below). The SME window under the Debt facility shall target R&I-driven 

SMEs and small mid-caps with loan amounts exceeding €150,000, thus complementing 

finance to SMEs by the Loan Guarantee Facility COSME.
8
 

 

                                                           

5 Peter Breger, DG ENTR Space Research Unit, ‘Towards the implementation of Space in Horizon 2020’. Available at: 

http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/newsroom/cf/_getdocument.cfm?doc_id=7770  

6 European Commission (2012), ‘European transport research in Horizon 2020’. Available at: 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/transport/pdf/infodays2012/hand-
out_transport_in_horizon_2020.pdf  

7 European Commission (2013), ‘Factsheet: SMEs in Horizon 2020’. Available at: 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/horizon2020/pdf/press/fact_sheet_on_sme_measures_in_horiz
on_2020.pdf  

8 European Commission (2011), ‘Proposal for a COUNCIL DECISION establishing the Specific Programme Implementing Horizon 2020 - 
The Framework Programme for Research and Innovation (2014-2020)’. 

http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/newsroom/cf/_getdocument.cfm?doc_id=7770
http://ec.europa.eu/research/transport/pdf/infodays2012/hand-out_transport_in_horizon_2020.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/transport/pdf/infodays2012/hand-out_transport_in_horizon_2020.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/horizon2020/pdf/press/fact_sheet_on_sme_measures_in_horizon_2020.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/horizon2020/pdf/press/fact_sheet_on_sme_measures_in_horizon_2020.pdf
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Project focus 

In addition to the above-described novelties in programme management, the European 

Commission intends to reduce the number of possible funding rates to two. Each 

project will be able to receive a maximum funding level of 100% of total eligible costs, 

with the exception of actions close to the market, which can only receive a maximum of 

70%.  

AVERAGE TIME 

TO OBTAIN THE 

GRANT 

Based on the above-described new approaches to project and programme 

management, it is anticipated that Horizon 2020 will reduce the average time-to-grant 

estimated for FP7 (estimated at 350 days) to approximately 250 days
9
, or around 8 

months
10

. 

AVERAGE 

PROJECT 

DURATION 

For the main predecessor, the Seventh Framework Programme (FP7), the average 

project duration was 36 months. 

INDUSTRIAL 

SECTORS 

SUPPORTED 

(categories in bold 

are those particularly 

relevant to GNSS 

funding of SMEs, with 

specific proposed 

calls and particular 

topics where 

relevant)
 11

 

 Excellent Science: €24,441 million  

 European Research Council - Frontier research by the best individual 

teams: €13,095 million 

 Future and Emerging Technologies - Collaborative research to open 

new fields of  innovation: €2,696 million 

 Marie Curie actions - Opportunities for training and career 

development: €6,162 million 

 Research infrastructures (including infrastructure) - Ensuring access to 

world-class facilities: €2,488 million 

                                                           

9 European Commission (n.d.). ‘Horizon 2020: The EU Framework for Research and Innovation, 2014-2020.’ Available at: 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/horizon2020/pdf/press/horizon2020-presentation.pdf [Accessed 3 

September 2013]. 

10 Europe Media (2013). ‘Horizon 2020’. Available at: http://www.eutrainingsite.com/2014-2020.php?id=106#euf 

11 The information on particular calls and topics is provisional, and based on draft work programmes for Horizon 2020 for 2014 and 
2015. These were accessed on 9 December 2013, through the following links:  

http://ec.europa.eu/research/horizon2020/pdf/work-
programmes/information_and_communication_technologies_draft_work_programme.pdf 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/horizon2020/pdf/work-
programmes/space_draft_work_programme.pdf 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/horizon2020/pdf/work-
programmes/food_draft_work_programme.pdf 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/horizon2020/pdf/work-
programmes/secure_clean_and_efficient_energy_draft_work_programme.pdf 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/horizon2020/pdf/work-
programmes/smart_green_and_integrated_transport_draft_work_programme.pdf 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/horizon2020/pdf/press/horizon2020-presentation.pdf
http://www.eutrainingsite.com/2014-2020.php?id=106#euf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/horizon2020/pdf/work-programmes/information_and_communication_technologies_draft_work_programme.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/horizon2020/pdf/work-programmes/information_and_communication_technologies_draft_work_programme.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/horizon2020/pdf/work-programmes/space_draft_work_programme.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/horizon2020/pdf/work-programmes/space_draft_work_programme.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/horizon2020/pdf/work-programmes/food_draft_work_programme.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/horizon2020/pdf/work-programmes/food_draft_work_programme.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/horizon2020/pdf/work-programmes/secure_clean_and_efficient_energy_draft_work_programme.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/horizon2020/pdf/work-programmes/secure_clean_and_efficient_energy_draft_work_programme.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/horizon2020/pdf/work-programmes/smart_green_and_integrated_transport_draft_work_programme.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/horizon2020/pdf/work-programmes/smart_green_and_integrated_transport_draft_work_programme.pdf
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 Industrial leadership in innovation: €17,016 million  

 Leadership in enabling and industrial technologies (ICT, 

nanotechnologies, materials, biotechnology, manufacturing, space): 

€13,557 million: 

 

Information and communications technologies 

Call ICT 6 - 2014: Smart optical and wireless network technologies; 

Call ICT 14 - 2014: Advanced 5G Network Infrastructure for the Future 

Internet; 

Call ICT 16 – 2015: Big data – research 

 

Space 

Call “Applications in Satellite Navigation – Galileo” (2014/2015): 

This first Horizon 2020 Call for Applications in Satellite Navigation was 

officially opened in early December 2013. The budget allocated to the 

first call, managed by the GSA, amounts to €38 million. Based on the 

planned timeline, the call will be closed on 3 April 2014, with 

participants being informed of the outcome in September, and first 

projects starting in early 2015.  

This first Call covers E-GNSS applications, SME-based E-GNSS 

applications, releasing the potential of E-GNSS applications through 

international cooperation, and E-GNSS awareness raising, capacity 

building and promotion activities in and outside of the EU. 

All proposals are expected to address concrete solutions, and focus on 

applications in the GNSS sectors road, aviation, LBS, maritime, rail, 

agriculture or mapping. The call is intended at supporting creating 

innovative applications, products, feasibility studies and market tests 

with potentially substantial impact on the European innovation know-

how and economy.   

Other planned calls include: 

Call “Earth Observation” (2014); 

Call “Protection of European assets in and from space” (2014); 

Call “Competitiveness of the European Space Sector: Technology and 

Science” (2014); 

Call “Earth Observation” (2015); 

                                                                                                                                                                                 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/horizon2020/pdf/work-
programmes/secure_societies_draft_work_programme.pdf 

The work programmes will be published shortly before the adoption process of the work programme. All budget items are based 
on European Commission (2013). ‘Factsheet: Horizon 2020 budget’. 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/horizon2020/pdf/press/fact_sheet_on_horizon2020_budget.pdf 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/horizon2020/pdf/work-programmes/secure_societies_draft_work_programme.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/horizon2020/pdf/work-programmes/secure_societies_draft_work_programme.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/horizon2020/pdf/press/fact_sheet_on_horizon2020_budget.pdf
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Call “Competitiveness of the European Space Sector: Technology and 

Science” (2015); 

Call “SME instrument” (2014/2015); 

 Access to risk finance - leveraging private finance and venture capital 

for research and innovation: €2,842 million 

 Innovation in SMEs - fostering all forms of innovation in all types of 

SMEs; €616 million, complemented by expected 20% of the total 

combined budgets for Societal Challenges + Leadership in Enabling 

and Industrial Technologies for SMEs and 'Access to risk finance' 

with strong SME focus 

 

 Societal challenges: €29.679 million 

 Health, demographic change and wellbeing: €7,472 million  

 Food security, sustainable agriculture and forestry, marine and 

maritime and inland water research & the Bioeconomy: €3,851 

million 

Call “Blue Growth: Unlocking the potential of seas and oceans”: 

Topic BG-8-2014: Developing in-situ Atlantic Ocean Observations for a 

better management and sustainable exploitation of maritime 

resources 

Topic BG-9-2014: Acoustic and imaging technologies 

Topic BG-12-2014/2015 Supporting SMEs efforts for the development 

– deployment and market replication of innovative solutions for blue 

growth 

Call “Innovative, sustainable and inclusive Bioeconomy”: 

Topic ISIB-4-2014/2015: Improved data and management models for 

sustainable forestry 

 Secure, clean and efficient energy: €5,931 million 

Call “Competitive low-carbon energy”: 

Topic LCE 6 – 2015: Transmission grid and wholesale market 

Topic LCE 7 – 2014: Distribution grid and retail market 

Topic LCE 16 – 2014: Understanding, preventing and mitigating the 

potential environmental impacts and risks of shale gas exploration 

and exploitation 

Call “Smart cities and communities” 

Topic SSC2 – 2014: Developing a framework for common, transparent 

data collection and performance measurement to allow comparability 

and replication between solutions and best-practice identification 

 Smart, green and integrated transport: €6,339 million 

Call “Mobility for Growth” (2014): 

Topic MG.3.5-2014: Cooperative ITS for safe, congestion-free and 

sustainable mobility 

Topic MG3.6-2015: Safe and connected automation in road transport 

Topic MG.4.2-2014: Safer and more efficient waterborne operations 
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through new technologies and smarter traffic management 

Topic MG.6.3-2015: Common communication and navigation 

platforms for pan-European logistics applications 

Topic MG.7.1-2014: Connectivity and information sharing for 

intelligent mobility 

Topic MG.8.2-2014: Next generation transport infrastructure: 

resource efficient, smarter and safer 

Topic GV.6-2015: Powertrain control for heavy-duty vehicles with 

optimised emissions 

 Climate action, environment, resource efficiency and raw materials: 

€3,081 million 

 Inclusive, innovative and reflective societies: €1,309 million 

 Secure societies: €1,695 million 

Call “Border security and external security” 

Topic BES-5-2015: Border crossing points topic 1: Novel mobility 

concepts for land border security 

Topic BES-10-2015: Information management topic 1: Civilian 

humanitarian mission personnel tracking 

Other actions 

1- PRS item 1: Use of Galileo PRS in Professional Mobile Networks 

receiver, provision of an Early Service (public procurement contract) 

2- PRS item 2: Remote PRS processing server 

 

 European Institute of Innovation and Technology (EIT) in Horizon 2020: budget 

of €2,711 million to combine research, innovation and training. The EIT will do 

so primarily through their Knowledge and Innovation Communities (KICs). 

Activities using the Horizon 2020 budget for the EIT will aim at consolidating 

and further developing three existing KICs: 

 Climate-KIC (climate change network) 

 EIT Information and Communications Technology Labs 

 KIC InnoEnergy (supporting Innovation and Entrepreneurship in 

Sustainable Energy) 

The EIT will also create six new KICs under Horizon 2020, focusing on the 
following areas: 

 Innovation for healthy living and active ageing 

 Food4Future – sustainable supply chain from resources to consumers 

 Raw materials – sustainable exploration, extraction, processing and 

recycling 

 Urban mobility 

 Added-value manufacturing 

 Smart secure societies 

 

 Role of the Joint Research Centre (JRC): budget of €1,903 million to provide a 
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robust evidence base for EU policies 

 

 Science with and for society: €462 million 

 

 Spreading excellence and widening participation: €816 million 

 

 Total EURATOM Regulation budget: €1,603 million (including €728 million for 

fusion indirect actions, €316 million for fission indirect actions, and €560 

million for nuclear direct actions of the Joint Research Council) 

ELIGIBLE 

BENEFICIARIES 
 Universities,  

 Research centres,  

 Non-profit organisations,  

 Industry,  

 SMEs. 

MANAGING 

AUTHORITY 

European Commission overall; however, certain responsibilities are delegated to 

particular authorities or agencies: 

 Responsibility for parts of the budget lies with authorities such as EUREKA and 
the European Research Council 

 Programme implementation of Horizon 2020 in the area of Space is delegated 
to executive agencies (Research Executive Agency or European Agency for 
Competitiveness and Innovation; in the case of funds allocated to research 
concerning Galileo and EGNOS, authority is delegated to the ESA)  

INFORMATION 

SUPPORT 

European Commission (2011), ‘Horizon 2020: The EU Framework Programme for 

Research and Innovation 2014-2020 (Communication from the Commission)’ 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2011:0808:FIN:en:PDF 

 

European Commission (2013). ‘Factsheet: Horizon 2020 budget’. 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/horizon2020/pdf/press/fact_sheet_on_horizon2020_bud

get.pdf 

 

European Commission (2013). ‘Factsheet: SMEs in Horizon 2020’. 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/horizon2020/pdf/press/fact_sheet_on_sme_measures_in

_horizon_2020.pdf 

 

European Commission (n.d.). ‘Horizon 2020: The EU Framework for Research and 

Innovation, 2014-2020’. Available at: 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/horizon2020/pdf/press/horizon2020-presentation.pdf  

 

European GNSS Agency (2013). ‘Horizon 2020: Call for “Applications in Satellite 

Navigation – Galileo”‘. http://www.gsa.europa.eu/r-d/h2020/introduction 

 

Peter Breger (2012), DG ENTR Space Research Unit, Towards the implementation of 

http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/financing/fundings/security-and-safeguarding-liberties/terrorism-and-other-risks/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/financing/fundings/security-and-safeguarding-liberties/terrorism-and-other-risks/index_en.htm
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2011:0808:FIN:en:PDF
http://ec.europa.eu/research/horizon2020/pdf/press/fact_sheet_on_horizon2020_budget.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/horizon2020/pdf/press/fact_sheet_on_horizon2020_budget.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/horizon2020/pdf/press/fact_sheet_on_sme_measures_in_horizon_2020.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/horizon2020/pdf/press/fact_sheet_on_sme_measures_in_horizon_2020.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/horizon2020/pdf/press/horizon2020-presentation.pdf
http://www.gsa.europa.eu/r-d/h2020/introduction
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Space in Horizon 2020. 

http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/newsroom/cf/_getdocument.cfm?doc_id=7770 

 

Space research in Horizon 2020 – Recommendations of the FP7 Space Advisory Group 

(SAG). http://ec.europa.eu/research/fp7/pdf/advisory-

groups/sag_preliminary_paper_on_space_research_in_h2020_june_2011.pdf 

SUPPORT 

SERVICES 

Accompanying measures in Horizon 2020 to ensure that excellence prevails wherever it 

exists, including: twinning, ERA chairs, support for access to international networks, 

development of smart specialisation strategies. 

 

Dr. Seán McCarthy (2013), ‘How to Write a Competitive Proposal for Horizon 2020’ 

http://www.globalsciencecollaboration.org/public/site/PDFS/proposal%20H2020/McCa

rthy%20S.,%20How%20to%20Write%20a%20Competitive%20Proposal%20for%20Horiz

on%202020.pdf 

WEBSITE http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/ 

Source: European Commission (n.d.). Horizon 2020: The EU Framework for Research and Innovation, 2014-2020. Available at: 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/horizon2020/pdf/press/horizon2020-presentation.pdf [Accessed 3 

September 2013]. Factsheet: SMEs in Horizon 2020:  

http://ec.europa.eu/research/horizon2020/pdf/press/fact_sheet_on_sme_measures_in_horizon_

2020.pdf  

 

To help inform the GNSS activities that will be funded under Horizon 2020, the DG Enterprise and 

Industry launched a call for ideas ending July 2013.12 The decisions resulting from this call for ideas 

are not yet available.  

See also General rules of EU grants. 

 

 

2.3 Specific Recommendations for the management of Horizon 2020 

2.3.1 GRANT MANAGEMENT PROCESS UNDER H2020 

The management of grants awarded by the GSA to beneficiaries in Horizon 2020 will be similar to 
the proceedings under FP7. The grant management process will begin with the signing of the 
Grant Agreement, and end with the Agreement’s termination.  

                                                           

12   See http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/newsroom/cf/itemdetail.cfm?item_id=6601  

 

http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/newsroom/cf/_getdocument.cfm?doc_id=7770
http://ec.europa.eu/research/fp7/pdf/advisory-groups/sag_preliminary_paper_on_space_research_in_h2020_june_2011.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/fp7/pdf/advisory-groups/sag_preliminary_paper_on_space_research_in_h2020_june_2011.pdf
http://www.globalsciencecollaboration.org/public/site/PDFS/proposal%20H2020/McCarthy%20S.,%20How%20to%20Write%20a%20Competitive%20Proposal%20for%20Horizon%202020.pdf
http://www.globalsciencecollaboration.org/public/site/PDFS/proposal%20H2020/McCarthy%20S.,%20How%20to%20Write%20a%20Competitive%20Proposal%20for%20Horizon%202020.pdf
http://www.globalsciencecollaboration.org/public/site/PDFS/proposal%20H2020/McCarthy%20S.,%20How%20to%20Write%20a%20Competitive%20Proposal%20for%20Horizon%202020.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/
http://ec.europa.eu/research/horizon2020/pdf/press/horizon2020-presentation.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/horizon2020/pdf/press/fact_sheet_on_sme_measures_in_horizon_2020.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/horizon2020/pdf/press/fact_sheet_on_sme_measures_in_horizon_2020.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/newsroom/cf/itemdetail.cfm?item_id=6601
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Table 2 displays the sub-processes which the grant management process of Horizon 2020 is 
composed of. 

Table 2: The grant management process under Horizon 2020 

Number Sub-process Description 

1.1 
Grant amendments requested by 
beneficiaries 

Management of amendments of the Grant 
Agreement requested by beneficiaries  

1.2 Grant amendments requested by GSA 
Management of amendments of the Grant 
Agreement requested by the GSA 

1.3 Information procedure 
Management of changes that do not require an 
amendment of the Grant Agreement 

1.4 Deliverable review 
Review of the deliverables identified in Annex I of 
the Grant Agreement, according to the timetable 
specified in the Deliverables list 

1.5 Quarterly status report 
Preparation and discussion of quarterly status 
reports 

1.6 Mid-term review 
Preparation and review of the mid-term report 
package 

1.7 Final review 
Preparation and review of the final term report 
package 

1.8 Report on distribution of funds 
Preparation and review of the report on 
distribution of funds 

1.9 
Reports specified in the Delegation 
Agreement with EC 

- 

Source: European GNSS Agency 

2.3.2 PROJECT MANAGEMENT UNDER H2020 

The projects portfolio should be established in order to maximise the results of ongoing projects 
which can still be influenced.  

The H2020 projects management should take into account the following actions: 

 Boost technical excellence: 

 Exploit synergies with related projects 

 Networking with projects funded by other units 

 Dissemination in scientific/technical forums 

 Patent registration 

 Technical review 

 Boost business potential: 

 Support business planning 

 Participation in fairs 

 Assess market potential 

 Promote demonstration and trials 
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 Information about EU funding schemes to support industrialisation 

 Facilitate access to venture capital 

 

Figure 1:   Project management under Horizon 2020 

 

Source: European GNSS Agency 

2.3.3 IT TOOLS FOR GRANTS UNDER H2020 

The IT landscape developed to support the delivery of the Horizon 2020 programme are aimed at 
facilitating the entire grant management processes, from submission of the proposal until grant 
closure. A number of IT achievements were made during the implementation of FP7 (such as the 
introduction of a Participant Portal as a single point of entry, electronic submission of key 
deliverables and statements, single payment modules and a new Expert Management Module); 
nevertheless, Horizon 2020 raises a number of IT challenges, including: 

 IT rationalisation; 

 Simplification of existing processes; 

 Higher efficiency; 

 A larger number of players involved in the programme, increasing complexity and the risk 
of fragmentation / different approaches in case implementing bodies decide not to use 
the common IT systems. 
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For the IT landscape to bring more value to the Horizon 2020 programme than in previous 
programmes, the improved IT system should achieve two objectives:13 

1) Making the experience more convivial for participants in the programme, by: 

 Building on the existing Participant Portal as a single entry point; 

 Using paperless management processes, particularly paperless grant 
management: Whereas a system of qualified electronic signatures (legally 
equivalent to paper signatures) does not appear feasible, it is suggested that the 
paperless grant management process should enable exchanges in a secured 
electronic system; provide identity and access management using the European 
Commission Authentication Service; make use of a digital seal for all transactions 
via eReceipt; establish a chain of trust to secure the identity of persons (based on 
an appointment of a Legal Entity Appointed Representative for each organisation 
to assign individuals authorised to sign documents, and supervise the assignment 
of other roles); and full use of the partnership with HERMES/ARES for electronic 
document registration, storage and access.14  

 Aiming towards reaching better integration in the Participant Portal with all 
implementing bodies; 

 Directly communicating with external stakeholders (e.g. external user groups and 
the eFP7 communication office). 

2) Ensuring the preparedness of the IT system for Horizon 2020, by first operating new IT 
tools on existing programmes (i.e. FP7), thus mitigating risks and avoiding difficulties at 
the beginning of H2020, providing a rigorous follow-up, and making sure that the IT is 
sufficiently flexible to be able to cope with the late availability of the requirements of 
Horizon 2020. 

Figure 2 provides a comparison of the pre-existing IT system with that developed for Horizon 2020. 
As evidenced in the figure, there are a number of key refined and new IT projects developed for 
H2020 to address the above-described challenges and recommendations. 

   

                                                           

13 These recommendations are based on European Commission (no date). ‘The IT landscape to support Horizon 2020’. 

14 Härtwich, P. (2013). ‘Integrated grant management services for Horizon 2020’. Available at: http://www.earma-vienna-
2013.com/fileadmin/earma2013/presentations/03-07-HAERTWICH-IGrantMgtS-vienna-
T1_65.pdf 

http://www.earma-vienna-2013.com/fileadmin/earma2013/presentations/03-07-HAERTWICH-IGrantMgtS-vienna-T1_65.pdf
http://www.earma-vienna-2013.com/fileadmin/earma2013/presentations/03-07-HAERTWICH-IGrantMgtS-vienna-T1_65.pdf
http://www.earma-vienna-2013.com/fileadmin/earma2013/presentations/03-07-HAERTWICH-IGrantMgtS-vienna-T1_65.pdf
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Figure 2:   Information systems overview: IT system before and during Horizon 2020  

Pre-existing information system 

 

 

IT system under Horizon 2020 

 

Source: European Commission (no date). ‘The IT landscape to support Horizon 2020’.  
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First, as with the FP7 programme, Horizon 2020 will be supported by an online Participant Portal, 
which offers external stakeholders a unique entry point for interactions with the European 
Commission and relevant Agencies handling grant-related actions. The Portal is designed to ensure 
homogeneity, transparency and improved service integration for the grant management process. 
It offers a number of services to users available without login:15 

 Finding available funding opportunities 

 Access to relevant reference documents 

 Organisation registration: Access to the link for the organisation registration tool, 
searching for an existing Participant Identification Code number, and access to the 
financial viability simulation tool 

 Expert registration and profile update in the Expert Management Participant Portal (a 
web-based application for communication between experts, i.e. evaluators of research 
proposals, project reviewers, etc., and the European Commission) 

Following registration, the Portal then offers the possibility for participants to: 

 Register an organisation, and access and update organisation-related data 

 Submit proposals for funding 

 Access project-related services 

 View their roles at the organisation and / or at project level 

 Access service messages 

 Receive help and support 

Second, the IT system developed for Horizon 2020 introduces the Submission and Evaluation of 
Proposals (SEP) tool to include all stages of the proposal management process, including the 
management of the EC Ranking List. As evidenced in Figure 2, the SEP combines the functions of a 
number of tools previously in use for proposal management. The new tool is intended at providing 
appropriate support to the European Commission Directorate-Generals administering the different 
stages of the proposal processes, and supplying an IT solution which takes account of the large 
scope of Horizon 2020.  

Third, and similar to the SEP, the new single Common Grant Management System SyGMa replaces 
a number of existing tools for grant management used throughout previous programmes. SyGMa 
provides a range of business services supporting the whole life cycle of grant management. These 

                                                           

15 Härtwich, P. (2013). ‘Integrated grant management services for Horizon 2020’. Available at: http://www.earma-vienna-
2013.com/fileadmin/earma2013/presentations/03-07-HAERTWICH-IGrantMgtS-vienna-
T1_65.pdf 

 

http://www.earma-vienna-2013.com/fileadmin/earma2013/presentations/03-07-HAERTWICH-IGrantMgtS-vienna-T1_65.pdf
http://www.earma-vienna-2013.com/fileadmin/earma2013/presentations/03-07-HAERTWICH-IGrantMgtS-vienna-T1_65.pdf
http://www.earma-vienna-2013.com/fileadmin/earma2013/presentations/03-07-HAERTWICH-IGrantMgtS-vienna-T1_65.pdf
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include the ranking of projects up to closure, negotiation, contracting, project and deliverables, 
payment execution and audit implementation.  

Finally, SyGMa will be supported by a new common electronic workflow system called COMPASS, 
aimed at delivering a workflow solution for the Research and Innovation family for Horizon 2020 
(made up of EC Research Directorate-Generals).  
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3 Other EU grants 

3.1 General rules of EU grants 

The following general principles apply to funding for projects: 

 Co-financing rule: the EU co-funds the project only partially. Therefore, the applicant and 

the partners must have own financial resources or financial resources of third parties to 

contribute to the costs of the project; 

 Non-profit rule: the grant may not have the purpose or effect of producing a profit; 

 Non-retroactivity rule: the co-funding is eligible only for the costs incurred after the 

starting date of the project stipulated in the grant agreement; 

 Non-cumulative rule: each action may give rise to the award of only one grant per 

beneficiary. 

All projects should: 

 provide high added value at EU level, 

 be innovative and propose original solutions and methodologies, and 

 address European priorities and policy strategies. 

Partnership: 

Proposals should provide a genuine European dimension. This means that they should involve as 

many organisations as possible and at least two mutually independent legal entities - one main 

partner and one associated partner - established in two different eligible countries. 

There is no specific rule regarding the number of partners, which can vary according to the 

programmes. 

Exceptionally, a project may have only one beneficiary as long as it offers a European dimension by 

itself (e.g. a pan-European association). 

For more information: 

 Website summarising all EU funding opportunities and rules: 

http://ec.europa.eu/contracts_grants/index_en.htm 

  

http://ec.europa.eu/contracts_grants/index_en.htm
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3.2 Programme for the Competitiveness Of enterprises and SMEs (COSME) 
2014-2020 

COSME will: 

 ensure continuity with initiatives and actions already undertaken under the 
Entrepreneurship and Innovation Programme (EIP), such as the Enterprise Europe 
Network, building on results and lessons learnt. 

 continue the many successful features of the EIP, while simplifying management of the 
programme to make it easier for entrepreneurs and small businesses to benefit. 

 support, complement and help coordinate actions by EU member countries. COSME will 
specifically tackle transnational issues that – thanks to economies of scale and the 
demonstration effect – can be more effectively addressed at European level. 

Table 3: EU grants - Programme for the Competitiveness Of enterprises and SMEs (COSME) 

TITLE Programme for the Competitiveness Of enterprises and SMEs (COSME) 

OBJECTIVE  facilitating access to finance for small- and medium-sized enterprises 

(SMEs) 

 creating an environment favourable to business creation and growth 

 encouraging an entrepreneurial culture in Europe 

 increasing the sustainable competitiveness of EU companies 

 helping small businesses operate outside their home countries and 

improving their access to markets 

STRUCTURE An Equity Facility for Growth will provide venture capital to enterprises, in 

particular in their growth phase. 

A Loan Guarantee Facility will cover loans up to €150,000 and will be available for 

all types of SMEs. 

FUNDING €2.3 billion (current prices) 

€1.4 billion has been allocated to debt and equity financing in support of SMEs.
16

 

AVERAGE TIME TO 

OBTAIN THE GRANT 

n.a. 

AVERAGE PROJECT 

DURATION 

n.a. 

INDUSTRIAL SECTORS 

SUPPORTED 

All 

ELIGIBLE BENEFICIARIES  Small- and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), 

 Entrepreneurs, 

 Citizens who want to become self-employed, 

                                                           

16 
http://ec.europa.eu/research/horizon2020/pdf/press/fact_sheet_on_sme_measures_in_horizon_2020.pdf#view=fit&pagemode=n
one 
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 Business support organisations. 

MANAGING 

AUTHORITY 

European Investment Fund  

INFORMATION 

SUPPORT 

 COSME leaflet: 

http://ec.europa.eu/cip/files/cosme/cosme_leaflet_recto_verso_a5_rev

ii_en.pdf 

 COSME factsheet: 

http://ec.europa.eu/cip/files/cosme/cosme_factsheet_en.pdf 

SUPPORT SERVICES The Enterprise Europe Network is expected to assist 40,000 companies with 

partnership agreements. 

WEBSITE http://ec.europa.eu/cip/cosme/index_en.htm 

Source: http://ec.europa.eu/cip/cosme/ 

3.3 Trans-European Transport Network (TEN-T) 

Table 4: EU grants - Trans-European Transport Network (TEN-T) 

TITLE Trans-European Transport Network (TEN-T) 

OBJECTIVE TEN-T is funding the construction of strategic transport infrastructures 

connecting the EU Member States and thus facilitating the improvement of 

trans-national mobility. Galileo is one of these strategic projects. 

 

Grants under the TEN-T budget line are allocated to studies (from feasibility 

studies to comprehensive technical or environmental studies and costly 

geological explorations), helping to overcome early-stage project difficulties, 

and to works. 

 

Other funds to build the infrastructures are granted by the Structural Funds 

(ERDF and Cohesion Fund) and by the European Investment Bank. 

STRUCTURE n.a. 

FUNDING Between 10% and 50% of the total project costs 

AVERAGE TIME TO 
OBTAIN THE GRANT 

n.a. 

AVERAGE PROJECT 
DURATION 

n.a. 

INDUSTRIAL SECTORS 
SUPPORTED 

The programme supports joint or public or private undertakings; engineering 

consultancies; IT companies; construction companies; railway, air and maritime 

operators; logistics and intermodality. 

ELIGIBLE BENEFICIARIES Private companies 

MANAGING AUTHORITY http://tentea.ec.europa.eu/en/home.htmTEN-T Executive Agency 

European Commission 
W910 
B-1049 Brussels 

INFORMATION SUPPORT http://ec.europa.eu/transport/themes/infrastructure/index_en.htm 

http://ec.europa.eu/cip/files/cosme/cosme_leaflet_recto_verso_a5_revii_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/cip/files/cosme/cosme_leaflet_recto_verso_a5_revii_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/cip/files/cosme/cosme_factsheet_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/cip/cosme/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/cip/cosme/
http://tentea.ec.europa.eu/en/home.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/themes/infrastructure/index_en.htm
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http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-13-478_en.htm 

SUPPORT SERVICES Helpdesk: tent-agency@ec.europa.eu 

WEBSITE http://ec.europa.eu/transport/themes/infrastructure/index_en.htm 

Source: http://ec.europa.eu/transport/themes/infrastructure/index_en.htm 

3.4 Civil Protection Financial Instrument 

Table 5: EU grants - Civil Protection Financial Instrument 

TITLE Civil Protection Financial Instrument (SCFI) 

OBJECTIVE This instrument aims at the protection of people and of the environment and 
property in the event of natural and man-made disasters, acts of terrorism, and 
technological, radiological or environmental accidents.  

The main objectives of the Civil Protection Instrument are to: 

 achieve a high level of protection against disasters by preventing or 
reducing their effects and by fostering a culture of prevention; 

 enhance the Union’s state of preparedness to respond to disasters; 
 facilitate rapid and efficient emergency response interventions in the 

event of major disasters or their imminence. 

STRUCTURE n.a. 

FUNDING €513 million in current prices, as follows:  

 €276 million inside the Union and  

 €237 million for operations outside the Union. 

 
For individual projects, 85% of the total project costs, with a maximum funding 
of €300,000 for prevention projects and €500,000 for preparedness projects. 
Indicative allocated annual amounts: €30 million.

17
 

AVERAGE TIME TO 
OBTAIN THE GRANT 

9 months from the submission of the proposal 

AVERAGE PROJECT 
DURATION 

24 months 

INDUSTRIAL SECTORS 
SUPPORTED 

The programme is open to commercial companies active in the sector of civil 
protection and environment. 

ELIGIBLE BENEFICIARIES 
 Public sector bodies,  

 Public administrations,  

 Universities,  

 International organisations,  

 Non-governmental organisations. 

MANAGING AUTHORITY European Commission 
DG for Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection - ECHO 

                                                           

17 Figures from pp59-60 of http://ec.europa.eu/echo/files/about/COM_2011_proposal-decision-CPMechanism_en.pdf 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-13-478_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/themes/infrastructure/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/themes/infrastructure/index_en.htm
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Rue d 'Arlon 88  
B - 1049 Brussels 

INFORMATION SUPPORT Information on CIPS 2014-2020 
http://www.eutrainingsite.com/eu_funds_details.php?id=149#euf 
 
Proposal for a decision of the European Parliament and of the Council on a 
Union Civil Protection Mechanism 
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/files/about/COM_2011_proposal-decision-
CPMechanism_en.pdf 

SUPPORT SERVICES n.a. 

WEBSITE Civil Protection Funding 
Source: http://gsa.europa.eu/gnss-funding-guide/eu-grants/civil-protection-financial-instrument 

http://ec.europa.eu/echo/files/about/COM_2011_proposal-decision-CPMechanism_en.pdf 

  

http://www.eutrainingsite.com/eu_funds_details.php?id=149#euf
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/files/about/COM_2011_proposal-decision-CPMechanism_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/files/about/COM_2011_proposal-decision-CPMechanism_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/civil_protection/civil/prote/finance.htm
http://gsa.europa.eu/gnss-funding-guide/eu-grants/civil-protection-financial-instrument
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4 National grants 

4.1 Smart (United Kingdom) 

Table 6: National grants - Smart (United Kingdom) 

TITLE Smart 

OBJECTIVE It offers co-funding to UK-based pre-start-ups, start-ups, micro businesses and 

SMEs, to carry out science, engineering and technology R&D projects which 

could lead to successful new products, processes and services.  

Smart helps companies assess potential markets, prove concepts and develop 

prototypes. By reducing financial risk, it aims to encourage SME investment, 

increase innovation capability, accelerate the commercialisation of new 

products and services, and contribute to economic growth. 

STRUCTURE The Technology Strategy Board – its managing authority – has 14 priority areas, 

including Space. 

FUNDING Proof of market: 

 Duration – up to 9 months 

 Maximum grant – £25k 

 Funding proportion – up to 60% of total project costs 

Proof of concept: 

 Duration – up to 18 months 

 Maximum grant – up to £100k 

 Funding proportion – up to 60% of total project cost 

Prototype development: 

 Duration – up to 2 years 

 Maximum grant – £250k 

 Funding proportion – up to 35% of total project costs for medium 

enterprises; up to 45% for small and micro enterprises 

AVERAGE TIME TO 

OBTAIN THE FUNDING 

n.a. 

AVERAGE PROJECT 

DURATION 

It depends on the type of grant – see “Funding” above. 

INDUSTRIAL SECTORS 

SUPPORTED 

Priority areas for the Technology Strategy Board: 

 

 Advanced materials 

 Bioscience 

 Built environment 

 Digital economy 

 Electronics, sensors and photonics 
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 Energy 

 Food  

 Healthcare 

 High-value manufacturing 

 ICT 

 Space 

 Resource efficiency 

 Transport  

 Other areas 

ELIGIBLE BENEFICIARIES The Smart programme is “always open” and is not restricted to projects in 

certain themes or sectors; offering funding to single, UK-based, small- and 

medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), who have high growth ambition and 

potential, to engage in R&D projects from which successful new products, 

processes and services could emerge. 

MANAGING AUTHORITY Technology Strategy Board 

INFORMATION SUPPORT FAQs: 

https://www.innovateuk.org/documents/1524978/1866952/Smart+FAQs/e08a

1eb5-9ace-4ff3-9505-143bd705fe06 

 

Leaflet: 

https://www.innovateuk.org/documents/1524978/1866952/Smart+-

+Competition+Brief/709a8d12-a728-4566-9170-28786def9fd7 

SUPPORT SERVICES The Technology Strategy Board provides access to investors, supply chain 

partners and customers, including Government contracts. 

WEBSITE https://www.innovateuk.org/-/smart 

Source: https://www.innovateuk.org/-/smart 

4.2 Satellite Applications Catapult (United Kingdom) 

Table 7: National grants - Satellite Applications Catapult (United Kingdom) 

TITLE Satellite Applications Catapult 

OBJECTIVE To become a world-leading centre of business and technology innovation 

stimulating the development of commercially successful satellite-derived 

products and services, supporting UK businesses of all sizes, in all sectors, to get 

maximum benefit from their use of satellite technology, and establish links to 

research groups and like-minded organisations around the world to foster 

collaboration that delivers commercial success and economic growth. 

STRUCTURE The Catapult's work is predominantly themed into programme areas. 

 Market-led programmes: These are identified and developed with the 

benefit of extensive consultation, and prioritised based on criteria 

including: growth potential, academic strength, UK capability/interest 

and competition, and links to other Catapults. The initial candidates 

for market-led programmes are: Transport; Security and Civil 

Protection; Natural Resources Management, Energy and Climate; and 

https://www.innovateuk.org/documents/1524978/1866952/Smart+FAQs/e08a1eb5-9ace-4ff3-9505-143bd705fe06
https://www.innovateuk.org/documents/1524978/1866952/Smart+FAQs/e08a1eb5-9ace-4ff3-9505-143bd705fe06
https://www.innovateuk.org/documents/1524978/1866952/Smart+-+Competition+Brief/709a8d12-a728-4566-9170-28786def9fd7
https://www.innovateuk.org/documents/1524978/1866952/Smart+-+Competition+Brief/709a8d12-a728-4566-9170-28786def9fd7
https://www.innovateuk.org/-/smart
https://www.innovateuk.org/-/smart
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Internet of Things. 

 Technology Driven programmes: The Catapult's Technology Driven 

programmes aim to develop and demonstrate the capabilities of 

existing or new satellite technologies, and remove barriers to their 

commercial application in all market sectors. Following broad 

consultation, the Catapult will initially address two Technology Driven 

programmes: space segment technologies and ground and user 

segment technologies. 

 Facility Development: Three categories of facility are currently 

envisaged: Mission Platforms (supporting upstream technology 

developers); Application Development and Test Platforms (improving 

ease of use and accessibility of satellite data); and Support Facilities. 

FUNDING n.a. 

AVERAGE TIME TO 

OBTAIN THE FUNDING 

n.a. 

AVERAGE PROJECT 

DURATION 

n.a. 

INDUSTRIAL SECTORS 

SUPPORTED 

Space and satellite-based products, services and applications. 

ELIGIBLE BENEFICIARIES The organisation works with businesses of all sizes and complexities, academia 

and end-users in the UK space sector. 

MANAGING AUTHORITY Technology Strategy Board 

INFORMATION SUPPORT https://sa.catapult.org.uk/home 

SUPPORT SERVICES The Catapult provides support based upon its expertise and facilities. 

Companies can either fund the Catapult directly to work with them, or may bid 

collaboratively with the Catapult to a number of different funding schemes. 

WEBSITE sa.catapult.org.uk/home 

4.3 Scottish Enterprise R&D Grant (Scotland, United Kingdom) 

Table 8: National grants - Scottish Enterprise R&D Grant (Scotland, United Kingdom) 

TITLE Scottish Enterprise R&D Grant 

OBJECTIVE The R&D Grant supports businesses developing new products, processes and 

services to improve company competitiveness and to benefit the Scottish 

economy. Projects must represent a significant innovation for the company 

concerned and significant risks should be associated with the challenge of 

developing a new product, process or service. 

STRUCTURE The grant can support: 

 Industrial research: Critical investigation of obtaining knowledge and 

skills to develop new products, processes or services, or introduce a 

significant improvement to existing ones. 

 Experimental development: Acquiring, combining, shaping and using 

https://sa.catapult.org.uk/home
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existing scientific, technological, business and other relevant 

knowledge and skills to produce plans and arrangements or designs for 

new, altered or significantly improved products, processes or services. 

FUNDING Grants are available at: 

 A maximum of 35% of the eligible project costs for grants to SMEs up 

to £100,000, or 

 A maximum of 35 percent of the eligible project costs for grants to 

SMEs above £100,000. 

 A maximum of 25 percent of the eligible project costs for all grants to 

large companies. 

AVERAGE TIME TO 

OBTAIN THE FUNDING 

n.a. 

AVERAGE PROJECT 

DURATION 

6 to 36 months 

INDUSTRIAL SECTORS 

SUPPORTED 

Most sectors are eligible and applications from traditional industries, high-tech 

businesses, and the service sector are equally welcome. 

ELIGIBLE BENEFICIARIES Assistance is available to businesses of all sizes located within the Scottish 

Enterprise area or those planning to establish a base here. Companies of all 

sizes may be eligible provided that they are based in Scotland or planning to set 

up in Scotland. 

MANAGING AUTHORITY Scottish Enterprise 

INFORMATION SUPPORT http://www.scottish-enterprise.com/fund-your-business/innovation-and-rd-

grants/rd-grant.aspx 

SUPPORT SERVICES n.a. 

WEBSITE http://www.scottish-enterprise.com/fund-your-business/innovation-and-rd-

grants/rd-grant.aspx 

4.4 Co-Fund NI (Northern Ireland, United Kingdom) 

Table 9: National grants - Co-Fund NI (Northern Ireland, United Kingdom) 

TITLE Co-Fund NI 

OBJECTIVE Stimulating Northern Irish growth, employment and exports in high-technology 

industries.  

STRUCTURE Co-Fund NI, delivered by Clarendon Fund Managers, is a £16m fund which aims 

to co-invest in SMEs based in Northern Ireland in cooperation with business 

angels and other private investors.  

FUNDING The fund can provide co-investment in deals typically valued between £250,000 

and £450,000, at a ratio of up to 45%. 

AVERAGE TIME TO 

OBTAIN THE FUNDING 

n.a. 

AVERAGE PROJECT n.a. 

http://www.scottish-enterprise.com/fund-your-business/innovation-and-rd-grants/rd-grant.aspx
http://www.scottish-enterprise.com/fund-your-business/innovation-and-rd-grants/rd-grant.aspx


 4 │ National grants 

 

 

 

 

DURATION 

INDUSTRIAL SECTORS 

SUPPORTED 

Must not be in prohibited EU sector (e.g. Defence, Tobacco, Gambling) and 

generally be in manufacturing or tradable services (Export). 

Whilst it is anticipated that a higher proportion of beneficiaries may be earlier 

stage, high-growth companies, SMEs at any stage of their lifecycle are eligible 

provided that they have the required minimum level of investment from a 

syndicate. 

ELIGIBLE BENEFICIARIES  SMEs with operations substantially based in Northern Ireland 

 An identified funding gap in a proposed investment  

(Companies must have tried and been unable to raise all required 

funding from private sources) 

 Funding is subject to “State Aid” and therefore investment cannot 

breach State Aid Block exemption (must take account of other “State 

Aid” receipts or offers such as grants) 

MANAGING AUTHORITY Provided by Invest Northern Ireland and part financed by the European 

Regional Development Fund under the European Sustainable Competitiveness 

Programme for Northern Ireland.  

 

Clarendon Fund Managers Ltd manages the Fund. 

INFORMATION SUPPORT http://cofundni.com/companies.aspx 

SUPPORT SERVICES The co-fund makes introductions to private investors, but it does not provide 

support itself. 

WEBSITE http://cofundni.com/about-us.aspx 

4.5 Invest Growth Fund (Northern Ireland, United Kingdom) 

Table 10: National grants - Invest Growth Fund (Northern Ireland, United Kingdom) 

TITLE Invest Growth Fund 

OBJECTIVE The Invest Growth Fund is a £7 million venture capital fund provided by Invest 

Northern Ireland which has been set up to invest in start-up and early-stage 

businesses based in Northern Ireland. The Fund will make numerous 'seed' and 

early stage investments over the five year period leading up to March 2014. 

STRUCTURE Under EU Risk Capital Guidelines, the IGF operates a 30% ‘matching’ fund, i.e. it 

is required to have at least £1 matching private investment for every £2 

invested by the Fund. State Aid restrictions will apply to all match funded 

investments and the Fund will be required to invest on a ‘pari passu’ basis i.e. 

on the same terms or better than the private investors. 

FUNDING Funding rounds will be typically in the range £50,000 to £250,000. As a 

shareholder, the Fund can go on to invest up to £500,000 (and potentially more 

in exceptional circumstances). 

AVERAGE TIME TO This depends on the circumstances of each company.  

http://cofundni.com/companies.aspx
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OBTAIN THE FUNDING 

AVERAGE PROJECT 

DURATION 

In the VC sector the period from investment to exit can be as long as 5-7 years. 

INDUSTRIAL SECTORS 

SUPPORTED 

Not specified, but evidence of innovation (technology based or otherwise) 

and/or first-mover advantage will score highly, as will early sales or 

demonstrable customer traction. 

ELIGIBLE BENEFICIARIES  Young: defined as ‘small' (with 50 or fewer employees), and less than 

six years old at the time of the investment allocation.  

 Innovative: Investees must demonstrate, through a business plan or 

other documentation, that they will develop products, services, or 

processes which are technologically new or substantially improved 

compared to the state of the art in its industry, and which carry a risk 

of technological risk or failure. Alternatively, they must demonstrate 

that a minimum of 15% of their spend is on research and 

development.  

 Enterprises: defined as "any entity engaged in an economic activity, 

irrespective of its legal form". 

 Unencumbered: investees must not have received other public aid 

that does not comply with State Aid guidelines. 

MANAGING AUTHORITY The Growth Fund is part-funded by Invest Northern Ireland and managed by E-

Synergy. 

INFORMATION SUPPORT http://www.nispofunds.com/investgrowthfundFAQS.html 

SUPPORT SERVICES Generally speaking, in the seed and early growth VC sector, investors bring 

additional expertise and want to actively help a portfolio company grow; 

preferably as quickly as possible. 

WEBSITE http://www.nispofunds.com/investgrowthfund.html 

4.6 Propel Programme (Northern Ireland, United Kingdom) 

Table 11: National grants - Propel Programme (Northern Ireland, United Kingdom) 

TITLE Propel Programme 

OBJECTIVE Supporting start-ups in Northern Ireland in order to stimulate employment and 

growth. 

STRUCTURE There are two phases to the programme. Applicants that progress to the 

second phase are eligible for the funding.  

FUNDING Up to £20,000 is available.  

AVERAGE TIME TO 

OBTAIN THE FUNDING 

n.a. 

AVERAGE PROJECT 

DURATION 

n.a. 

INDUSTRIAL SECTORS 

SUPPORTED 

Any that are innovative, export-focused and have significant growth potential.  

http://www.nispofunds.com/investgrowthfundFAQS.html
http://www.nispofunds.com/investgrowthfund.html
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ELIGIBLE BENEFICIARIES Criteria: 

 Participants must establish their business in Northern Ireland; 

 Participant on Propel must be the CEO/founder of the business; 

 Participants must be fully committed to the Propel programme during 

Phase 2; 

 Participants must not have participated in Invest NI’s previous Propel 

or Transform programmes with the same business proposal; 

 Participants must be over 18 years of age; 

 The business idea must be innovative; 

 Existing businesses must be established no longer than 2 years. If 

business is already established it should be trading for no longer than 2 

years; 

 The business should have significant growth potential, with a target 

annualised growth of at least 20% in a number of key performance 

areas by year three; 

 The business should have significant market opportunity, particularly 

in international markets, with a target of at least 50% of sales to be in 

external markets by year three; 

 The business must be capable of creating jobs in Northern Ireland and 

within the next three years; 

 The product must be at least at prototype stage, capable of 

commercialisation in the next 6-9 months – for anyone outside of 

these stages you can find further advice and guidance under 

http://www.propelprogramme.co.uk/applicant_criteria.asp; 

 A management team with a strong track record should be planned or 

already in place; 

 There must be a realistic expectation that the funding required to 

grow the business can be accessed. 

MANAGING AUTHORITY Invest Northern Ireland 

INFORMATION SUPPORT http://www.propelprogramme.com/default.asp 

SUPPORT SERVICES  A series of 12 high quality training workshops; 

 Individual mentoring support from experienced international 

entrepreneurs; 

 Help with drafting an investor ready business plan; 

 Shared work space; 

 Support to make overseas market visits. 

WEBSITE http://www.propelprogramme.com/default.asp 

http://www.propelprogramme.co.uk/applicant_criteria.asp
http://www.propelprogramme.com/default.asp
http://www.propelprogramme.com/default.asp
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4.7 Queen’s University Belfast Innovation Fund (QUBIF) (Northern Ireland, 
United Kingdom) 

 

Table 12: National grants - Queen’s University Belfast Innovation Fund (QUBIF) (Northern 

Ireland, United Kingdom) 

TITLE Queen’s University Belfast Innovation Fund (QUBIF) 

OBJECTIVE To invest in post Proof of Concept, pre-commercialisation spin-out companies. 

STRUCTURE Managed by E-Synergy 

FUNDING £1 million venture capital fund, set-up to invest in post Proof of Concept, pre-

commercialisation spin-out companies.  

Funding rounds will be typically in the range of £50,000 to £200,000.  

Funding for a Proof of Concept project is capped at £106,000 of eligible costs. 

AVERAGE TIME TO 

OBTAIN THE FUNDING 

n.a. 

AVERAGE PROJECT 

DURATION 

n.a. 

INDUSTRIAL SECTORS 

SUPPORTED 

Investments must be strongly related to the Queen’s University Belfast 

research base. 

ELIGIBLE BENEFICIARIES Companies with compelling, scalable high growth business propositions 

MANAGING AUTHORITY Provider: Invest Northern Ireland.  

Fund manager: E-Synergy Ltd. 

INFORMATION SUPPORT 028 9097 2566 or re@qub.ac.uk 

SUPPORT SERVICES n.a. 

WEBSITE http://www.nispofunds.com/queensfund.html 

4.8 Ulster Innovation Fund (UIF) (Northern Ireland, United Kingdom) 

Table 13: National grants - Ulster Innovation Fund (UIF) (Northern Ireland, United Kingdom) 

TITLE Ulster Innovation Fund (UIF) 

OBJECTIVE To invest in post-Proof of Concept, pre-commercialisation spin-out companies. 

STRUCTURE Managed by E-Synergy 

FUNDING £1 million venture capital fund, set-up to invest in post Proof of Concept, pre-

commercialisation spin-out companies 

Funding rounds will be typically in the range of £50,000 to £200,000 

Funding for a Proof of Concept project is capped at £106,000 of eligible costs. 

AVERAGE TIME TO n.a. 

mailto:re@qub.ac.uk
http://www.nispofunds.com/queensfund.html
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OBTAIN THE FUNDING 

AVERAGE PROJECT 

DURATION 

n.a. 

INDUSTRIAL SECTORS 

SUPPORTED 

Investments must be strongly related to the University of Ulster research base. 

ELIGIBLE BENEFICIARIES Companies with compelling, scalable high growth business propositions 

MANAGING AUTHORITY Provided by Invest Northern Ireland. Fund manager: E-Synergy Ltd. 

INFORMATION SUPPORT info@e-synergy.com or +44 (0) 28 9082 3684 

SUPPORT SERVICES n.a. 

WEBSITE http://www.nispofunds.com/ulsterfund.html 
 

4.9 European Angels Fund (Germany, Spain and Austria, at present) 

Table 14: National grants - European Angels Fund (Germany, Spain and Austria, at present) 

TITLE European Angels Fund 

OBJECTIVE The European Angels Fund wants to support innovative small- and medium-

sized enterprises (SMEs). 

STRUCTURE The European Angels Fund (EAF) provides equity to Business Angels and other 

non-institutional investors for the financing of innovative companies in the 

form of co-investments. 

Instead of granting co-investments on a deal-by-deal basis, the European 

Angels Fund enters long-term contractual relationships with Business Angels. 

Co-investment framework agreements (CFAs) are established through which 

the European Angels Fund grants a predefined amount of equity for co-

investments upfront to each Business Angel for future investments. All 

investment decisions will be taken by the Business Angels and their 

investments will be matched on a pari passu basis, i.e. by the same amount by 

the European Angels Fund. The volumes available in total under an individual 

CFA range between €250,000 and €5 million. 

For ease and speed, these CFAs are generally standardised while leaving room 

for adaptation to specific requirements of individual Business Angels. Such 

elements include for example timeframe, sector focus, number of investments, 

etc. 

FUNDING The volumes available in total under an individual CFA range between €250,000 

and €5 million. 

AVERAGE TIME TO 

OBTAIN THE FUNDING 

n.a.; however, a lean Due Diligence process and the use of CFAs ensure a short 

reaction time. 

AVERAGE PROJECT 

DURATION 

n.a. 

INDUSTRIAL SECTORS 

SUPPORTED 

Investments are possible in all sectors and throughout the entire range of 

development phases of a company (seed, early or expansion stage). 

ELIGIBLE BENEFICIARIES The European Angels Fund wants to support innovative SMEs. 
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MANAGING AUTHORITY Advised by European Investment Fund. Planned to extend to pan-European 

coverage eventually.  

INFORMATION SUPPORT http://www.eif.org/news_centre/publications/eaf/eaf_en.pdf 

SUPPORT SERVICES The activity of the European Angels Fund is adapted to the Business Angels' 

investment style by granting the highest degree of freedom in terms of decision 

making and management of investments. In other words, the investors will be 

able to choose how much support they will give.  

WEBSITE http://www.eif.org/what_we_do/equity/eaf/index.htm 

http://www.eif.org/news_centre/publications/eaf/eaf_en.pdf
http://www.eif.org/what_we_do/equity/eaf/index.htm
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4.10 Eurostars-2 (part of Horizon 2020) 

Table 15: National grants - Eurostars-2 (part of Horizon 2020) 

TITLE Eurostars-2  

OBJECTIVE Eurostars aims to stimulate research-performing SMEs to lead international 

collaborative research and innovation projects by easing access to support and 

funding. It is fine-tuned to focus on the needs of SMEs, and specifically targets 

the development of new products, processes and services and the access to 

transnational and international markets. 

STRUCTURE Eurostars is a European Joint Programme dedicated to the R&D performing SMEs, 

and co-funded by the European Communities and 33 EUREKA member countries. 

  

The programme has a bottom-up approach, a central submission and evaluation 

process, and synchronized national funding in 33 countries. 

FUNDING Total funding, public and private, expected to be around €2.5 billion. The projects 

are funded with national funds and according to the national funding rules set by 

the national EUREKA offices. 

AVERAGE TIME TO 

OBTAIN THE GRANT 

Committed to 7 months maximum 

AVERAGE PROJECT 

DURATION 

29 months 

INDUSTRIAL SECTORS 

SUPPORTED 

Any technological area and market area are supported.  

 

The two sectors Electronics, IT and Telecoms and Biological Sciences / 

Technologies account for over half of projects funded, but many other categories 

have received funding. 

ELIGIBLE BENEFICIARIES  The project must meet the EUREKA criteria: it can address any 

technology but must have a civilian purpose and be aimed at the 

development of a new product, process or service; 

 The leading SME must be a R&D-performing SME; 

 All the SMEs must fulfil the EU-adopted definition of an SME; 

 The leading SME must be based in Eurostars member state (i.e. the 

EU28 plus Iceland, Israel, Norway, Switzerland and Turkey); 

 There has to be at least one other participant from a Eurostars country; 

 The R&D performing SMEs must undertake 50% of total project cost; 

 No partner or country is performing more than 75% of project total cost; 

 The project duration is <= 3 years; 

 Market introduction is foreseen within 2 years after project end. 

MANAGING AUTHORITY EUREKA  

107 rue Neerveld  

B-1200 Brussels 
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Tel : +32 2 777 09 50 

INFORMATION 

SUPPORT 

http://www.eurostars-eureka.eu/ 

http://www.eurekanetwork.org/activities/eurostars 

http://eur-

lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2013:0493:FIN:en:PDF 

SUPPORT SERVICES Eureka National Project Coordinators (http://www.eurekanetwork.org/in-your-

country) 

WEBSITE http://www.eurostars-eureka.eu/ 

Sources: http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2013:0493:FIN:en:PDF 

http://www.eurostars-eureka.eu/ 

http://www.eurekanetwork.org/about/-/journal_content/56/10137/2213014?refererPlid=10195 

http://www.eurostars-eureka.eu/
http://www.eurekanetwork.org/activities/eurostars
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2013:0493:FIN:en:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2013:0493:FIN:en:PDF
http://www.eurostars-eureka.eu/
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5 Regional funding (structural funds / cohesion policy) 

5.1 General Rules of Structural Funds 

The following general principles apply to funding for projects funded by Structural funds: 

 

 Decentralised management: the calls for proposals are published and the grant is given by 

the competent authority of the region where the investment will take place; 

 Non-profit rule: the grant may not have the purpose or effect of producing a profit; 

 Non-cumulative rule: each action may give rise to the award of only one grant per 

beneficiary; 

 The Structural funds can support the construction of infrastructure and investment on 

tangible assets; 

 No European partnership is required as the projects are implemented at regional level; 

 The objectives of the Funds are pursued according to multiannual programming and close 

cooperation between the Commission and each Member State. Member States adopt a 

national strategic reference framework that serves as the basis for programming actions 

financed by the Funds. 

 

For more information: 

 

 EU Cohesion Policy 2014-2020: legislative proposals. Available at:  

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/11/1159&format=PDF&age

d=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en 

 Press release: Council and European Parliament reach agreement on the Connecting 

Europe Facility: 

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/137968.pdf 

  

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/11/1159&format=PDF&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/11/1159&format=PDF&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/137968.pdf
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5.2 Connecting Europe Facility 

The "Connecting Europe Facility" will finance projects – including infrastructures - which fill the 

missing links in Europe's energy, transport and digital backbone. It will also make Europe's 

economy greener by promoting cleaner transport modes, high-speed broadband connections and 

facilitating the use of renewable energy in line with the Europe 2020 Strategy. 

 

The Connecting Europe Facility will better mobilise private financing and allow for innovative 

financial instruments such as guarantees and project bonds to gain maximum leverage from this 

EU funding injection. The European Commission will work closely with the European Investment 

Bank (EIB) to take advantage of capital market investors' interest in long-term investment 

opportunities with stable revenues.  

 

The proposed financial envelope is €29.3 billion. 

 

Table 16: Regional funding - Connecting Europe Facility 

TITLE Connecting Europe Facility 

OBJECTIVE The overall objective of the CEF is to help create high-performing and 

environmentally-sustainable interconnected networks across Europe, thereby 

contributing to economic growth and social and territorial cohesion within the 

Union. 

STRUCTURE Part of a larger, new “European infrastructure package”.  

 

€10 billion of the Cohesion Fund is ring-fenced for this package, plus the funds 

that it will be able to disburse directly.  

FUNDING Total €29,299 million  

 €23,174 million (including €10 billion earmarked in the Cohesion Fund) 

allocated to the transport sector,  

 €5,126 million to the energy sector and , 

 €1 billion to the telecommunications sector. 

AVERAGE TIME TO 

OBTAIN THE GRANT 

n.a. 

AVERAGE PROJECT 

DURATION 

n.a. 

INDUSTRIAL SECTORS 

SUPPORTED 

Co-financing is available to companies involved in work in any of the funded 

infrastructure sectors; that is, transport, energy and telecommunications. 

ELIGIBLE BENEFICIARIES Co-financing is available to companies involved in work in any of the funded 

infrastructure sectors, that is, transport, energy and telecommunications. 

 

In addition, to be eligible for aid from the CEF, the projects must be in line with 
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the requirements set out in the CEF regulation and in the sector-specific 

guidelines. 

MANAGING AUTHORITY The pilot phase would be managed by the EIB. 

INFORMATION SUPPORT Press release:  

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/

137968.pdf 

 

Brochure (superseded in some aspects): 

http://ec.europa.eu/transport/themes/infrastructure/connecting/doc/connecti

ng/2012-10-02-cef-brochure.pdf 

SUPPORT SERVICES n.a. 

WEBSITE Not available. See press release: 

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/

137968.pdf 

Source: press release, available from 

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/137968.pdf 

5.3 Cohesion Fund 

Table 17: Regional funding - Cohesion Fund 

TITLE Cohesion Fund  

OBJECTIVE The Cohesion Fund is aimed at Member States whose Gross National Income 

per inhabitant is less than 90% of the EU average. It serves to reduce their 

economic and social shortfall, as well as to stabilise their economy. It supports 

actions in the framework of the Convergence objective. 

The Cohesion Fund finances activities under the following categories: 

 trans-European transport network,  

 environment,  

 projects related to energy or transport, as long as they clearly present 

a benefit to the environment. 

STRUCTURE n.a. 

FUNDING  Maximum co-financing: 85% 

AVERAGE TIME TO 

OBTAIN THE GRANT 

n.a. 

AVERAGE PROJECT 

DURATION 

n.a. 

INDUSTRIAL SECTORS 

SUPPORTED 

n.a. 

ELIGIBLE 

BENEFICIARIES 

SMEs, private companies, Universities, Public authorities, Municipalities, NGOs, 

Non-profit associations. 

MANAGING AUTHORITY The Cohesion Fund is managed at regional level by a managing authority. The 

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/137968.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/137968.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/themes/infrastructure/connecting/doc/connecting/2012-10-02-cef-brochure.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/themes/infrastructure/connecting/doc/connecting/2012-10-02-cef-brochure.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/137968.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/137968.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/137968.pdf
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full list can be found here: 

http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/manage/authority/authority_en.cfm 

INFORMATION SUPPORT To access the database of the regional ERDF programmes, click here: 

http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/country/prordn/index_en.cfm 

 

Publication “Rules and conditions applicable to actions co-financed from 

Structural Funds and Cohesion Fund” available here: 

http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docgener/presenta/eligibility/elig

ibility_2009_en.pdf 

 

Publication “Innovating through EU Regional Policy” available here: 

http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/archive/conferences/innovating_june06/d

oc/juneseminabrochure.pdf 

SUPPORT SERVICES n.a. 

WEBSITE http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/thefunds/cohesion/index_en.cfm 

5.4 European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) 

Table 18: Regional funding - European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) 

TITLE European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) 

OBJECTIVE The ERDF aims to strengthen economic and social cohesion in the EU by 

correcting imbalances between its regions. The ERDF finances: 

 direct aid to investments in companies (in particular SMEs) to create 

sustainable jobs, 

 infrastructures linked to research and innovation, 

telecommunications, environment, energy and transport, 

 financial instruments (capital risk funds, local development funds, etc.) 

to support regional and local development and to foster cooperation 

between towns and regions. 

STRUCTURE The ERDF operates in the three objectives of regional policy: 

 Convergence: the aim is to reduce regional disparities in Europe by 

helping the regions whose GDP is less than 75% of the EU,  

 Regional Competitiveness and Employment: the aim is to create jobs 

by promoting competitiveness and making the regions concerned 

more attractive to investors,  

 European Territorial Cooperation. 

FUNDING Maximum co-financing for each objective: 

 Convergence: 75% – 85%, 

 Competitiveness and Employment: 50% – 85%, 

 European Territorial Cooperation: 75% – 85% 

http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/manage/authority/authority_en.cfm
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/manage/authority/authority_en.cfm
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/country/prordn/index_en.cfm
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docgener/presenta/eligibility/eligibility_2009_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docgener/presenta/eligibility/eligibility_2009_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docgener/presenta/eligibility/eligibility_2009_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/archive/conferences/innovating_june06/doc/juneseminabrochure.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/archive/conferences/innovating_june06/doc/juneseminabrochure.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/archive/conferences/innovating_june06/doc/juneseminabrochure.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/thefunds/cohesion/index_en.cfm
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AVERAGE TIME TO 

OBTAIN THE GRANT 

n.a. 

AVERAGE PROJECT 

DURATION 

n.a. 

INDUSTRIAL SECTORS 

SUPPORTED 

n.a. 

ELIGIBLE 

BENEFICIARIES 

SMEs, private companies, Universities, Public authorities, Municipalities, NGOs, 

Non-profit associations. 

MANAGING AUTHORITY The ERDF is managed at regional level by a managing authority. The full list can 

be found here: 

http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/manage/authority/authority_en.cfm 

INFORMATION SUPPORT To access the database of the regional ERDF programmes, click here: 

 http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/country/prordn/index_en.cfm 

 

Publication “Rules and conditions applicable to actions co-financed from 

Structural Funds and Cohesion Fund” available here: 

http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docgener/presenta/eligibility/elig

ibility_2009_en.pdf 

 

Publication “Innovating through EU Regional Policy” available here: 

http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/archive/conferences/innovating_june06/d

oc/juneseminabrochure.pdf 

SUPPORT SERVICES n.a. 

WEBSITE http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/thefunds/regional/index_en.cfm 

5.5 European Social Fund (ESF) 

Table 19: Regional funding - European Social Fund (ESF) 

TITLE European Social Fund (ESF) 

OBJECTIVE The ESF's remit is to support measures which aim to prevent and combat 

unemployment, develop human resources and foster social integration in the 

labour market, so as to promote a high level of employment, equal 

opportunities for men and women, sustainable development and economic 

and social cohesion.  

 

The ESF addresses five key policy areas: 

 development of active labour market policies to combat and prevent 

unemployment, to avoid long-term unemployment, to facilitate the 

reintegration of the long-term unemployed and to support integration 

into the labour market of young people and persons returning to work 

after a period of absence; 

 promotion of equal opportunities for all in terms of access to the 

labour market, with particular attention to persons at risk of social 

http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/manage/authority/authority_en.cfm
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/country/prordn/index_en.cfm
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docgener/presenta/eligibility/eligibility_2009_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docgener/presenta/eligibility/eligibility_2009_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docgener/presenta/eligibility/eligibility_2009_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/archive/conferences/innovating_june06/doc/juneseminabrochure.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/archive/conferences/innovating_june06/doc/juneseminabrochure.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/archive/conferences/innovating_june06/doc/juneseminabrochure.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/thefunds/regional/index_en.cfm
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exclusion; 

 promotion and improvement of vocational training, education and 

counselling in the context of a lifelong learning policy; 

 promotion of a skilled, well-trained and flexible workforce, innovative 

and adaptable forms of work organisation, and entrepreneurship; 

 improve access and active participation of women in the labour 

market. 

STRUCTURE n.a. 

FUNDING The co-financing varies between 50% and 85% of the total cost of 

interventions. 

AVERAGE TIME TO 

OBTAIN THE GRANT 

n.a. 

AVERAGE PROJECT 

DURATION 

n.a. 

INDUSTRIAL SECTORS 

SUPPORTED 

n.a. 

ELIGIBLE 

BENEFICIARIES 

The main beneficiaries of the ESF can be public authorities, NGOs and 

companies specialized in training, Universities. 

MANAGING AUTHORITY ESF funding is available through the Member States and regions. The full list of 

local managing authorities can be found : 

http://ec.europa.eu/esf/main.jsp?catId=45&langId=en 

INFORMATION SUPPORT Publications: 

“Making a difference in life - The EU investing in people through the 

European Social Fund” and “ESF leaflet” are downloadable : 

http://ec.europa.eu/esf/main.jsp?catId=3&langId=en 

 

The European Social Fund and entrepreneurship: 

http://ec.europa.eu/esf/main.jsp?pager5.offset=10&catId=3&langId=en#opt5 

 

For a list of priorities of Member States’ ESF click here: 

http://ec.europa.eu/social/esf_projects_117/search.cfm 

SUPPORT SERVICES n.a. 

WEBSITE http://ec.europa.eu/esf/home.jsp?langId=en 

5.6 Joint European Resources for Micro to Medium Enterprises (JEREMIE) 

Table 20: Regional funding - Joint European Resources for Micro to Medium Enterprises 

(JEREMIE) 

TITLE Joint European Resources for Micro to Medium Enterprises (JEREMIE) 

OBJECTIVE JEREMIE promotes the use of financial engineering instruments to improve 

access to finance for SMEs via Structural Funds interventions. 

These funds can support: 

http://ec.europa.eu/esf/main.jsp?catId=45&langId=en
http://ec.europa.eu/esf/main.jsp?catId=3&langId=en
http://ec.europa.eu/esf/main.jsp?catId=3&langId=en
http://ec.europa.eu/esf/main.jsp?pager5.offset=10&catId=3&langId=en#opt5
http://ec.europa.eu/esf/main.jsp?pager5.offset=10&catId=3&langId=en#opt5
http://ec.europa.eu/social/esf_projects_117/search.cfm
http://ec.europa.eu/social/esf_projects_117/search.cfm
http://ec.europa.eu/esf/home.jsp?langId=en
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 creation of new business or expansion of existing ones; 

 access to investment capital by enterprises (particularly SMEs) to 

modernise and diversify their activities, develop new products, secure 

and expand market access; 

 business oriented research and development, technology transfer, 

innovation and entrepreneurship; 

 productive investments which create and safeguard sustainable jobs. 

STRUCTURE n.a. 

FUNDING Contributions from the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) are 

allocated to loan, guarantee or venture capital funds to invest in enterprises. 

These investments can take the form of equity, loans and/or guarantees. 

AVERAGE TIME TO 

OBTAIN THE GRANT 

n.a. 

AVERAGE PROJECT 

DURATION 

n.a. 

INDUSTRIAL SECTORS 

SUPPORTED 

n.a. 

ELIGIBLE BENEFICIARIES SMEs that wish to modernize and diversify their activities, develop new 

products and expand their market access. 

MANAGING AUTHORITY JEREMIE is managed by financial intermediaries selected at national level. A list 

of the national representative offices can be found here: 

http://www.eif.org/what_we_do/jeremie/External_Offices/index.htm 

INFORMATION SUPPORT n.a. 

SUPPORT SERVICES n.a. 

WEBSITE http://www.eif.org/what_we_do/jeremie/index.htm 

http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/thefunds/instruments/jeremie_en.cfm 

 

http://www.eif.org/what_we_do/jeremie/External_Offices/index.htm
http://www.eif.org/what_we_do/jeremie/index.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/thefunds/instruments/jeremie_en.cfm


 6 │ European Space Agency 

 

 

 

 

6 European Space Agency 

6.1 General rules of ESA funding 

The European Space Agency (ESA) spends around 8% of its budget on direct research and 

development activities. The programmes also have the purpose of preserving and expanding the 

technology base of European industry, ensuring its competitiveness and giving rise to commercial 

products and services. 

Programmes cover various different technical maturity levels and domains, in both basic and 

specific technical fields. As a general rule, participation in ESA of R&D actions: 

 is open to all firms (including institutes and universities), 

 has a European dimension (since referring to Member States), 

 is in line with open competition. 

For more information on ESA, visit the following websites: 

 ESA Portal (http://www.esa.int/ESA) 

 ESA Technology (http://www.esa.int/Our_Activities/Technology).  

ESA regularly issues Invitations to Tender (ITTs) for programme projects on its EMITS website 

(Electronic Mail Invitation to Tender System) (http://emits.esa.int/emits/owa/emits.main). 

To read and respond to the ITTs requires registering with EMITS. For full details on the registration 

and application process, visit the ESA Industry website: 

(http://www.esa.int/SPECIALS/Industry/index.html). 

Among the proposed programmes, two of them are directly addressed to GNSS and satellite 

applications: 

 European GNSS Evolution Programme, 

 Open Sky Technology Fund. 

The other initiatives are more general funding opportunities for R&D or technology transfer in the 

space and telecommunications sector. 

6.2 Advanced Research in Telecommunications (ARTES) 

ARTES 5.2 is the ESA Telecom - Technology programme for development of new technologies and 
techniques for satellite telecommunication. ARTES 5.2 operates with a call for proposals which is 
always open. Industry responds with proposals as they find it opportune. The activities proposed 

http://www.esa.int/ESA
http://www.esa.int/Our_Activities/Technology
http://emits.esa.int/emits/owa/emits.main
http://www.esa.int/SPECIALS/Industry/index.html
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in response to this call for proposals must be relevant for the space segment or ground segment of 
a satellite telecommunications system. The content of an ARTES 5.2 contract shall address the 
introduction of new technologies and techniques in the initial stages of the development of a 
product and shall exclude qualification in case of a product for space and industrialisation in case 
of a product for ground. The product shall have a clear market potential. Essential characteristics 
of this programme are the proactive role of the bidder in defining and proposing projects oriented 
to sustainable products (equipment, software, systems) in the wide area of satellite 
telecommunications and the sharing of funding by ESA and industry/businesses for the 
development of the new technology to be used in the products.  
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Table 21: ESA funding - Advanced Research in Telecommunications (ARTES) 

TITLE Advanced Research in Telecommunications (ARTES) 

OBJECTIVE  Enhancing the competitiveness of European industry by promoting the 

use of satellites in such functions as broadcasting, multimedia and 

mobile communications, data relay, search and rescue and aviation 

services; 

 Supporting general telecom R&D; 

 Developing new services and solutions for the needs of the European 

society. 

STRUCTURE It is made up of various programme lines of its long-running initiative, 

specifically devoted to technological innovation. ESA Telecommunications’ 

technology R&D activities are mainly organised through: 

 ARTES 3-4 (previously two separate programme lines, ARTES 3 and 
ARTES 4) seeks to improve the near-term competitiveness of the 
satcom industry by developing near-to-market products. These could 
include improved equipment such as terminals, processors or 
antennas either for the ground or space, on a timespan of one to 
three years. 

 ARTES 5 seeks to develop a more sustained long-term technological 
basis for European industrial effectiveness, such as enhanced signal 
propagation techniques, spacecraft power or propulsion systems, on 
a timespan of five to ten years. The programme line is split into two 
elements: 

 ARTES 5.1 involves ESA-initiated projects 100% funded by the Agency, 

 ARTES 5.2 works with projects initiated by industry and funded 75% 
by ESA. 

FUNDING The ARTES programme lines continuously issue Invitations to Tender (ITTs). In 

particular, as regards: 

 ARTES 3-4 includes a continuously open call for proposals, looking for 

near-to-market proposals with a strong business plan and support 

from the National Delegation. 

 ARTES 5.2 accepts proposals of work from industry, to proceed on a 

co-funded basis, with a letter from the National Delegation indicating a 

willingness to finance the project. 

AVERAGE TIME TO 

OBTAIN THE GRANT 

n.a. 

AVERAGE PROJECT 

DURATION 

n.a. 

INDUSTRIAL SECTORS 

SUPPORTED 

n.a. 

ELIGIBLE BENEFICIARIES All firms active in the technology sector residing in Participating ESA Member 

States.  
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The programme is particularly supportive of SMEs and other new entrants into 

the market. 

MANAGING AUTHORITY European Space Agency (ESA) 

INFORMATION SUPPORT n.a. 

SUPPORT SERVICES To find any current Invitations to Tender issued by ESA visit: 

 EMITS (http://emits.esa.int/emits/owa/emits.main) 

 ESA Telecommunications 

(http://telecom.esa.int/telecom/www/language/index.cfm?flanguag

eid=5) 

WEBSITE http://www.esa.int/SPECIALS/Technology/SEMJA4WPXPF_0.html 

6.3 Science Core Technology Programme (CTP) 

Table 22: ESA funding - Science Core Technology Programme (CTP) 

TITLE Science Core Technology Programme (CTP) 

OBJECTIVE It aims at: 
 Ensuring early and effective preparation of ESA's future science 

missions by advance development of the critical technologies needed 
to make them happen; 

 Taking science mission technologies further, to higher stages of 
technological maturity, up to full-scale engineering models fully tested 
in relevant environmental conditions, ready for inclusion in the 
definition stage of the mission. 

STRUCTURE The process of science technology development begins with detailed studies 
which define future mission concepts and identify the critical technology needs 
involved. CTP activities are then initiated for all platform and payload 
technologies for which ESA has responsibility – as opposed to sensors 
contributed by national partners. 
 
The CTP is one of ESA's mandatory activities subscribed to by all ESA Member 
States, operated on a three year cycle. 

FUNDING CTP proposals are issued continuously throughout the year on a 100% funding 
basis. 

AVERAGE TIME TO 
OBTAIN THE FUNDING 

n.a. 

AVERAGE PROJECT 
DURATION 

n.a. 

INDUSTRIAL SECTORS 
SUPPORTED 

n.a. 

ELIGIBLE 
BENEFICIARIES 

All European firms active in the high technology industry. In some cases, SMEs 
are favoured as subcontractors to primes. 

MANAGING AUTHORITY European Space Agency (ESA) 

INFORMATION SUPPORT n.a. 

SUPPORT SERVICES To find any current Invitations to Tender issued by ESA click here: 
http://emits.esa.int/emits/owa/emits.main 

http://www.esa.int/SPECIALS/Technology/SEMJA4WPXPF_0.html
http://emits.esa.int/emits/owa/emits.main
http://emits.esa.int/emits/owa/emits.main
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WEBSITE ESA Technology 
http://www.esa.int/SPECIALS/Technology/SEMJ25WPXPF_0.html 

 

6.4 Basic Technology Research Programme (TRP) 

Table 23: ESA funding - Basic Technology Research Programme (TRP) 

TITLE Basic Technology Research Programme (TRP) 

OBJECTIVE It aims at: 
 Enabling researchers to explore new ideas from the very earliest 

stages; 

 Planning and defining future space missions and activities; 

 Reducing the degree of risk by demonstrating the workability of a 
given technology.   

STRUCTURE Initiatives within TRP may include: 
 The so-called Generic Technologies, either of use to multiple missions 

or else advanced basic technologies of common interest to all 
applications, such as component design, spacecraft propulsion or 
power generation; 

 The so-called Star Tiger scheme, involving the rapid development and 
prototyping of advanced technology - typically 'spin-ins' from non-
space sector; 

 The Innovation Triangle Initiative, which accepts unsolicited innovation 
proposals focused on non-space technologies to solve space problems. 

FUNDING Procurements plans are made annually with 100% contracts offered on an open 
competitive basis. 

AVERAGE TIME TO 
OBTAIN THE FUNDING 

n.a. 

AVERAGE PROJECT 
DURATION 

n.a. 

INDUSTRIAL SECTORS 
SUPPORTED 

Any industry across the technical disciplines. 

ELIGIBLE 
BENEFICIARIES 

Universities and private companies. 

 MANAGING AUTHORITY European Space Agency (ESA) 

INFORMATION 
SUPPORT 

To find any current Invitations to Tender issued by ESA EMITS website, which 
requires registration for access, click here: 
http://emits.sso.esa.int/emits/owa/emits.main 

SUPPORT SERVICES  

WEBSITE http://www.esa.int/Our_Activities/Technology/About_the_Basic_Technology_
Research_Programme_TRP 

Source: 

http://www.esa.int/Our_Activities/Technology/About_the_Basic_Technology_Research_Progra

mme_TRP 

http://www.esa.int/SPECIALS/Technology/SEMJ25WPXPF_0.html
http://www.esa.int/SPECIALS/Technology/SEMJ25WPXPF_0.html
http://emits.sso.esa.int/emits/owa/emits.main
http://www.esa.int/Our_Activities/Technology/About_the_Basic_Technology_Research_Programme_TRP
http://www.esa.int/Our_Activities/Technology/About_the_Basic_Technology_Research_Programme_TRP
http://www.esa.int/Our_Activities/Technology/About_the_Basic_Technology_Research_Programme_TRP
http://www.esa.int/Our_Activities/Technology/About_the_Basic_Technology_Research_Programme_TRP
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6.5 General Support Technology Programme (GSTP) 

Table 24: ESA funding - General Support Technology Programme (GSTP) 

TITLE General Support Technology Programme (GSTP): Permanent Open 

Announcement of Opportunity (AO) 

OBJECTIVE The overall objective of the Permanent Open Announcement of Opportunity 

(AO) mechanism within ESA's General Support Technology Programme (GSTP) is 

to offer to industry a mechanism for submitting proposals for market-oriented 

activities in order to strengthen their worldwide competitiveness and to give the 

ESA the means to react promptly to those industrial proposals. 

 
The AO objectives, which shall be fulfilled through technology developments, 

are: 

 To strengthen worldwide competitiveness in the near-term in existing 

markets, and 

 To initiate or strengthen technology transfer, usually spin-off (from 

space to non-space sector), but also spin-in (from non-space to space 

sector). 

STRUCTURE The current GSTP-5 operates on a five-year work plan and is based around four 

programme elements, organised on a voluntary basis as follows: 

 Element 1 is 'General Activities', covering traditional GSTP work 

complementary to TRP and domain-specific technology programmes. 

 Element 2 is 'Building Blocks and Components', involving the bringing 

individual components and related building blocks to a high enough 

technology readiness level to be included in catalogue of European 

Space Product. This element will incorporate the existing work of the 

European Component Initiative (ECI) and ESA's participation in the 

European Space Component Coordination (ESCC). 

 Element 3 is 'Security for the Citizens', covering the development of 

technologies for systems with security applications. It also includes 

technology development for the new Space Situation Awareness (SSA) 

initiative. The SSA will endow Europe with its own capabilities to 

monitor the space environment and guarantee the safe operation of the 

space assets on which we rely for daily life. 

 Element 4 is 'In Orbit Demonstration', responding to industrial requests 

by making berths available for in-orbit technology qualification aboard 

small demonstrator satellites, along with the demonstration of novel 

research and operations techniques. 

FUNDING Due to the commercial character of the proposals gathered through this 

mechanism, the activities shall be co-funded by industry on a 50% basis, with a 

ceiling funding of €1 million from ESA. 

AVERAGE TIME TO 

OBTAIN THE FUNDING 

n.a. 

AVERAGE PROJECT n.a. 
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DURATION 

INDUSTRIAL SECTORS 

SUPPORTED 

All space domains and generic technologies, except Telecommunications (which 

has its own ARTES programme). 

ELIGIBLE BENEFICIARIES Private companies 

MANAGING AUTHORITY European Space Agency (ESA) 

INFORMATION 

SUPPORT 

In case of  any questions regarding the processing and evaluation of the 

proposals, visit here: http://emits.esa.int/emits/owa/emits.main 

 

In order to better serve urgent proposals, especially those relating to near-term 

competitiveness and technology transfer, ESA has initiated a permanently open 

AO. It allows bidders to propose activities at any time for implementation under 

the GSTP frame, without therefore having to wait until the periodic AO is issued. 

SUPPORT SERVICES n.a. 

WEBSITE http://www.esa.int/Our_Activities/Technology/GSTP_Permanent_open_Announ

cement_of_Opportunity_AO 

Source: http://www.belspo.be/belspo/space/doc/euPolicy/2012_06_25/GSTP-6.pdf 

6.6 Earth Observation Envelope Programme (EOEP-4) 

Table 25: ESA funding - Earth Observation Envelope Programme (EOEP-4) 

TITLE Earth Observation Envelope Programme (EOEP-4) 

OBJECTIVE It aims at: 

 Presenting a stable planning environment within which new types of 

environmental sensing technologies and the missions that will fly them 

are prepared; 

 Scrutinizing how our fragile home world has been changing over time. 

STRUCTURE EOEP is made up of two main components, broadly equivalent in scale: 

 The Earth Explorer component involves the development and launch of 

new types of Earth-observing spacecraft, aimed at responding to the 

requirements of the scientific community through new sensing 

technology. 

 The Development and Exploitation component includes all preparatory 

activities for future missions, including Earth Observation Preparation 

Activities (EOPA), Earth Watch Definition (EWD) and Instrument Pre-

Development (IPD). They cover end-to-end preparation of missions, 

from new sensor and spacecraft technologies to overall mission 

architecture and supporting science studies. This component addresses 

both science-themed Earth Explorer candidates as well as operational 

Earth Watch missions. 

It is run as an optional ESA programme through successive five-year periods – the 

current EOEP-4 runs from 2013 to 2016, with commitments up to 2020 - offering 

a flexible, long-term, rolling environment for the planning of new activities, 

exploitation of results, contingency response and continuity of missions. 

https://iti.esa.int/iti/index.jsp
http://emits.esa.int/emits/owa/emits.main
http://www.esa.int/Our_Activities/Technology/GSTP_Permanent_open_Announcement_of_Opportunity_AO
http://www.esa.int/Our_Activities/Technology/GSTP_Permanent_open_Announcement_of_Opportunity_AO
http://www.belspo.be/belspo/space/doc/euPolicy/2012_06_25/GSTP-6.pdf
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FUNDING Earth Explorer missions are selected and defined by means of open Calls for Ideas 

and of User Consultation Meetings. 

The procurement processes for EOEP are based on open competition, following 

the principle of georeturn – Member States receive a balance of contracts based 

on their programme subscription levels. 

Procurement of research and development activities in Earth observation 

technologies follows ESA standard procedures, with Invitations to Tender (ITT). 

AVERAGE TIME TO 

OBTAIN THE FUNDING 

n.a. 

AVERAGE PROJECT 

DURATION 

n.a. 

INDUSTRIAL SECTORS 

SUPPORTED 

All European firms active in the high-technology industry. 

ELIGIBLE BENEFICIARIES Private companies 

MANAGING 

AUTHORITY 

European Space Agency (ESA) 

INFORMATION 

SUPPORT 

http://www.belspo.be/belspo/space/doc/euPolicy/2012_06_25/EO.pdf 

SUPPORT SERVICES To find any current Invitations to Tender issued by ESA click here: 

 http://emits.esa.int/emits/owa/emits.main 

Information about Calls and Consultation is published on the Earth observation 

pages of ESA’s website: 

http://www.esa.int/esaEO/  

WEBSITE ESA Technology: 

http://www.esa.int/SPECIALS/Technology/SEMJ25WPXPF_0.html 

Source: http://www.belspo.be/belspo/space/doc/euPolicy/2012_06_25/EO.pdf 

 

6.7 ESA SME Projects 

Table 26: ESA funding - ESA SME Projects 

TITLE ESA SME Projects 

OBJECTIVE It aims at: 

 Reinforcing the technical capabilities and sustainability of SMEs, and 

 Encouraging SME involvement in ESA's R&D programmes. 

STRUCTURE Three instruments have been employed, to support ESA-funded technology 
development by SMEs. These are: 

 LET-SME/ARCoP to fund projects which will spin-in technologies for 

space. In this way, SMEs can demonstrate the potential application of 

their technologies to space programmes.  

 Innovation whose features depend on ESA's strategic requirements. 

 Transfer of Technology to help SMEs already working in the space 

industry, to attenuate risk of over-dependence on a single market or 
customer.  

http://www.belspo.be/belspo/space/doc/euPolicy/2012_06_25/EO.pdf
http://emits.esa.int/emits/owa/emits.main
http://emits.esa.int/emits/owa/emits.main
http://www.esa.int/esaEO/
http://www.esa.int/SPECIALS/Technology/SEMJ25WPXPF_0.html
http://www.esa.int/SPECIALS/Technology/SEMJ25WPXPF_0.html
http://www.belspo.be/belspo/space/doc/euPolicy/2012_06_25/EO.pdf
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FUNDING Level of funding depends on the nature of the activity and it is typically between 
€100,000 and €200,000. 

AVERAGE TIME TO 
OBTAIN THE FUNDING 

n.a. 

AVERAGE PROJECT 
DURATION 

n.a. 

INDUSTRIAL SECTORS 
SUPPORTED 

n.a. 

ELIGIBLE BENEFICIARIES High-technology SMEs 

MANAGING 
AUTHORITY 

European Space Agency (ESA) 

INFORMATION 
SUPPORT 

To improve networking, information flow, and business partnering - all intended 
to be of particular benefit to SMEs: 
 

 SME Project and SME company databases,  

 the ESA Industry Portal, and the SME Portal, 

 Bi-yearly Industry Space Days. 

SUPPORT SERVICES The SME Policy Office in ESA: http://www.gsa.europa.eu/gnss-funding-
guide/european-space-agency/esa-sme-projects 
 
E-mail: SME-Office@esa.int   
Telefax: +33 1 53 69 77 75 
 
Please find below its most relevant functions: 
 

 to facilitate access by SMEs to technical support from ESA experts and 
laboratories, 

 to adapt ESA's rules and tools to the context of doing business with 
SMEs, 

 to provide relevant information and opportunities for business 
partnership and networking. 

WEBSITE ESA SME Projects: http://smeprojects.esa.int/home.asp 

 

http://smeprojects.esa.int/
http://smed.esa.int/
http://www.esa.int/industry
http://www.esa.int/SPECIALS/SME
http://www.esa.int/SPECIALS/Resources/SEM73L0CYTE_0.html
http://www.esa.int/SPECIALS/SME/SEMZSYY7QQE_0.html
http://www.gsa.europa.eu/gnss-funding-guide/european-space-agency/esa-sme-projects
http://www.gsa.europa.eu/gnss-funding-guide/european-space-agency/esa-sme-projects
mailto:SME-Office@esa.int
http://smeprojects.esa.int/home.asp
http://smeprojects.esa.int/home.asp
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7 European Investment Bank (EIB) and other financial 
instruments 

7.1 General rules of EIB loans 

The EIB Group, consisting of the European Investment Bank (EIB) and the European Investment 

Fund (EIF), operates under a rolling three-year operational plan, approved by its Board of Directors 

and updated every year. 

 

It gives support to projects and programs viable in four fundamental areas: 

 economic, 

 technical, 

 environmental, and 

 financial. 

 

The following general principles to funding for projects generally apply: 

 co-financing rule: the EIB Group co-funds only partially the project. Therefore, the 

applicant and the partners must have own financial resources or financial resources of 

third parties to contribute to the costs of the project; 

 non-profit rule: the grant may not have the purpose or effect of producing a profit; 

 SMEs support: it must encourage a productive sharing of expertise in support of SMEs. 

 

All projects should: 

 provide high added value at EU and Enlargement area level; 

 be innovative and propose original solutions and methodologies; 

 respond to the needs of transparency. 

 

For more information: 

 Website summarizing all EIB funding opportunities and rules: 

http://www.eib.org/index.htm 

7.2 Risk-Sharing Instrument for Innovative Research-oriented SMEs & 
Small Mid-Caps (RSI) 

The RSI Facility is a dedicated guarantee scheme as part of the Risk-Sharing Finance Facility (RSFF) 

supported by EIB and the EU. The management of the RSI Facility has been entrusted to the EIF, 

the EIB Group’s specialist arm in providing the risk financing for Entrepreneurship and Innovation. 

The RSI Facility has been financed by the EU (the EU's 7th Framework Programme for Research; 

FP7), and using the EIF's risk taking capacity.  

http://www.eib.org/index.htm
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The RSI Facility has been designed to support access to debt finance of one of the RSFF target 

groups, i.e. innovative SMEs and Small Mid-caps investing in research, development and/or 

innovation (RDI) projects. 

Under the RSI Facility, EIF does not support enterprises directly, but through providing: 

 Direct guarantees to banks and other financial intermediaries who extend loans and/or 
financial leases to the R&D/ innovation driven SMEs and Small Mid-caps,  

and (following the amendment of the Call for Expression of Interest dated 7 March 2013):  

 Counter-guarantees to guarantors, who issue guarantees to banks and other financial 
intermediaries in respect of loans and/or financial leases to the R&D/ innovation driven 
SMEs and Small Mid-caps. 
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Table 27: EIB loans - Risk-Sharing Instrument for Innovative and Research SMEs & Small Mid-

Caps (RSI) 

TITLE Risk-Sharing Instrument for Innovative and Research SMEs & Small Mid-Caps 

(RSI) 

OBJECTIVE Improving access to debt finance of innovative SMEs and Small Mid-Caps 

(enterprises with less than 500 employees) in support of their research, 

development and innovation (RDI) projects 

STRUCTURE Under RSI, EIF provides guarantees to selected financial intermediaries. 

 

The guarantee covers 50% of the loss on each new eligible loan or lease that is 

originated during a two-year period. Thanks to the reduced credit risk and lower 

capital consumption achieved through the guarantee, EIF encourages financial 

intermediaries to extend new loans and leases to innovative enterprises on more  

attractive terms. 

 

The guarantee is offered on favourable terms, and financial intermediaries are 

therefore required to transfer part of the financial benefit to their clients. 

FUNDING €700 million 

AVERAGE TIME TO 

OBTAIN THE GRANT 

n.a. 

AVERAGE PROJECT 

DURATION 

n.a. 

INDUSTRIAL SECTORS 

SUPPORTED 

Research and innovation 

ELIGIBLE BENEFICIARIES Research-based and innovative SMEs and Small Mid-Caps established and 

operating in one or several of the EU27 Member States or Associated Countries 

(Iceland, Liechtenstein, and Norway, Switzerland, Israel, Turkey, the Former 

Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Serbia, Albania and Montenegro, Bosnia & 

Herzegovina, Faroe Islands and Moldova), subject to fulfilling certain criteria, will 

be eligible to benefit from RSI. RDI activities carried out by SMEs and Small-Mid-

Caps should not breach ethical principles or focus on one or more European 

Investment Fund (EIF) restricted sectors (including illegal activities, tobacco, 

distilled alcohol, arms, casinos). 

MANAGING 

AUTHORITY 

EIF 

INFORMATION 

SUPPORT 

Press release:  

http://www.eib.org/infocentre/press/news/all/eib-steps-up-support-for-

european-smes-and-mid-caps.htm 

SUPPORT SERVICES n.a. 

WEBSITE http://www.eif.org/what_we_do/guarantees/RSI/index.htm?lang=-en 

http://www.eib.org/infocentre/press/news/all/eib-steps-up-support-for-european-smes-and-mid-caps.htm
http://www.eib.org/infocentre/press/news/all/eib-steps-up-support-for-european-smes-and-mid-caps.htm
http://www.eif.org/what_we_do/guarantees/RSI/index.htm?lang=-en
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Source: http://www.eif.org/what_we_do/guarantees/RSI/index.htm?lang=-en 

 

7.3 Loan Guarantee Instrument for Trans-European Transport - LGTT 

Table 28: EIB loans - Loan Guarantee Instrument for Trans-European Transport (LGTT) 

TITLE Loan Guarantee Instrument for Trans-European Transport (LGTT) 

OBJECTIVE To facilitate private sector involvement in core European transport 

infrastructure. 

STRUCTURE n.a. 

FUNDING Projects or part of a project having the following characteristics can be funded: 

 Of common interest, 

 In the framework of Decision No 1692/96/EC, 

 Compliant with Community laws, 

 For which financial viability is based in whole or in part, on 
revenues, tolls or other user-charges based income. 

Amount of funding: 

 Normally - up to the 10% of the total amount of the senior debt, 

 Exceptionally - up to the 20% (e.g. high traffic volatility during the 
ramp-up period with strong indication of stabilised traffic and 
acceptable debt service capacity post ramp-up). 

In any case, the amount of the guarantee is subject to a maximum ceiling of €200 
million per project. 

AVERAGE TIME TO 
OBTAIN THE LOAN 

n.a. 

AVERAGE PROJECT 
DURATION 

n.a. 

INDUSTRIAL SECTORS 
SUPPORTED 

Transport 

ELIGIBLE BENEFICIARIES SMEs and commercial firms 

MANAGING 
AUTHORITY 

European Investment Bank 

INFORMATION 
SUPPORT 

In order to apply for LGTT financing EIB can be contacted directly, either via its 

Head Offices in Luxemburg or via its European External Offices. There are no 

formal requirements such as application forms in order to apply. 

SUPPORT SERVICES The EIB can be contacted directly  its Head Offices: 

European Investment Bank 

100, bvd Konrad Adenauer 

L-2950 Luxembourg 

Tel.  (+352) 43 79 1 or (+352) 43 79 1       

Fax. (+352) 43 77 04  

http://www.eif.org/what_we_do/guarantees/RSI/index.htm?lang=-en
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WEBSITE EIB: "Loan Guarantee Instrument for Trans-European Transport" fact sheet: 

http://www.eib.org/about/documents/lgtt-fact-sheet.htm?lang=en 

 

8 Tenders 

8.1 General Rules of European Tenders and Procurement 

8.1.1 SCOPE 

Tenders are finalised to the signature of public contracts for pecuniary interest between economic 

operators and contracting authorities in order to obtain the supply of movable or immovable 

assets, the execution of works or the provision of services. 

8.1.2 TYPOLOGY OF CONTRACTS 

 Contracts for the purchase or rental of a building, 

 Supply contracts, 

 Works contracts, 

 Service contracts. 

8.1.3 PROCUREMENT PROCEDURES 

 Open procedure: all interested economic operators may submit a tender following the 

publication of a notice; 

 Restricted procedure: all economic operators may ask to take part but only candidates 

satisfying the selection criteria may submit a tender; 

 Negotiated procedure: the Contracting Authority invites tenders from candidates of its 

choice; 

 Competitive dialogue: for particularly complex contracts where other procedures do not 

allow to award the contract the Contracting authorities shall publish a contract notice 

setting out their needs and shall open a dialogue with the candidates satisfying the 

selection criteria announced in order to identify and define the means best suited to 

satisfying their needs. The minimum number of candidates invited to tender may not be 

fewer than three. 

8.1.4 THRESHOLDS 

Public contracts above a certain value are regulated by two European Directives: 

 Directive 2004/17/EC (procurement procedures of entities operating in the water, energy, 

transport and postal services sectors), 

http://www.eib.org/about/documents/lgtt-fact-sheet.htm?lang=en
http://www.eib.org/about/documents/lgtt-fact-sheet.htm?lang=en
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 Directive 2004/18/EC (procedures for the award of public works contracts, public supply 

contracts and public service contracts). 

The Directives cover contracts above certain thresholds: 

 public works contracts worth over €5,000,000, 

 public supply and service contracts worth over €125,000 in the case of central government 

authorities, €193,000 for sub-central entities or €387,000 for entities operating in the 

water, energy, transport and postal services industries. 
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Table 29: Tenders 

TITLE n.a. 

OBJECTIVE The EU and its institutions, the Member States’ administrations and public 

utilities publish numerous calls for tenders in every economic sector. 

Calls for tenders are procedures applied to generate offers from companies 

competing for works, supply or service contracts in the framework of public 

procurement. 

STRUCTURE n.a. 

FUNDING n.a. 

AVERAGE TIME TO 

OBTAIN THE GRANT 

n.a. 

AVERAGE PROJECT 

DURATION 

n.a. 

INDUSTRIAL SECTORS 

SUPPORTED 

n.a. 

ELIGIBLE BENEFICIARIES The calls for tenders are open to any European economic operator, including 

industry and SMEs, operating in the sector object of the call and respecting the 

eligibility criteria set in the terms of reference 

MANAGING AUTHORITY n.a. 

INFORMATION 

SUPPORT 

The Miniguide to TED is downloadable here: 

http://bookshop.europa.eu/is-bin/INTERSHOP.enfinity/WFS/EU-Bookshop-

Site/en_GB/-/GBP/ViewPublication-Start?PublicationKey=OA3109167 

 

Single European Market: Public Procurement (web portal). 

http://ec.europa.eu/internal_market/publicprocurement/index_en.htm 

 

Doing Business with the European Commission (publication).  

http://ec.europa.eu/budget/library/biblio/publications/business/doing_business

_en.pdf 

SUPPORT SERVICES E-Certis  

(http://ec.europa.eu/youreurope/business/profiting-from-eu-market/benefiting-

from-public-contracts/index_en.htm), 

the information system that helps identify the different certificates and 

attestations frequently requested in procurement procedures across the 28 

Member States, Candidate Countries (Iceland, Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia 

and Turkey) and the three EEA countries (Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway). 

 

SIMAP (http://simap.europa.eu/index_en.htm), the portal that provides access to 

most important information about public procurement in Europe. 

WEBSITE All calls for tenders (EU institutions and Member States administrations) are 

http://bookshop.europa.eu/is-bin/INTERSHOP.enfinity/WFS/EU-Bookshop-Site/en_GB/-/GBP/ViewPublication-Start?PublicationKey=OA3109167
http://bookshop.europa.eu/is-bin/INTERSHOP.enfinity/WFS/EU-Bookshop-Site/en_GB/-/GBP/ViewPublication-Start?PublicationKey=OA3109167
http://ec.europa.eu/internal_market/publicprocurement/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/budget/library/biblio/publications/business/doing_business_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/budget/library/biblio/publications/business/doing_business_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/youreurope/business/profiting-from-eu-market/benefiting-from-public-contracts/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/youreurope/business/profiting-from-eu-market/benefiting-from-public-contracts/index_en.htm
http://simap.europa.eu/index_en.htm
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published daily on the TED portal: 

http://ted.europa.eu/TED/main/HomePage.do 

Other tenders on Galileo and related application and space can be found on: 

 Calls for tenders DG Enterprise – European Commission: 

http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/contracts-grants/calls-for-

tenders/index_en.htm 

 Calls for tenders "Satellite Navigation" DG Enterprise – European 

Commission 

http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/newsroom/cf/newsbytheme.cfm?displa

yType=fo&foSubtype=t&lang=en&tpa_id=1022 

 European Space Agency: 

http://emits.esa.int/emits/owa/emits.main 

 DG MOVE – European Commission: 

http://ec.europa.eu/transport/tenders/index_en.htm 

 DG CLIMA - European Commission 

http://ec.europa.eu/clima/tenders/tenders_en.htm 

 DG INFSO – European Commission 

http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/newsroom/cf/news.cfm?item

_type=fo&item_subtype=tenders 

 European Space Agency - How to do business with ESA 

http://www.esa.int/SPECIALS/industry_how_to_do_business/index.html 

 

  

http://ted.europa.eu/TED/main/HomePage.do
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/contracts-grants/calls-for-tenders/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/contracts-grants/calls-for-tenders/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/newsroom/cf/newsbytheme.cfm?displayType=fo&foSubtype=t&lang=en&tpa_id=1022
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/newsroom/cf/newsbytheme.cfm?displayType=fo&foSubtype=t&lang=en&tpa_id=1022
http://emits.esa.int/emits/owa/emits.main
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/tenders/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/clima/tenders/tenders_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/newsroom/cf/news.cfm?item_type=fo&item_subtype=tenders
http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/newsroom/cf/news.cfm?item_type=fo&item_subtype=tenders
http://www.esa.int/SPECIALS/industry_how_to_do_business/index.html
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9 Other funding opportunities 

9.1 European Satellite Navigation Competition 

Table 30: Other - European Satellite Navigation Competition 

TITLE European Satellite Navigation Competition 

OBJECTIVE ESNC is a special prize promoted by the GNSS Agency and ESA with support of 

regional, institutional, and industrial partners. The scope is to award knowledge 

and innovative ideas based on satellite navigation that use the technology in a 

new and innovative way. 

STRUCTURE n.a. 

FUNDING The main prize is the GALILEO Master, which will be chosen from the regional 

winners and the special topic winners. The main prize will be a grant of €20,000.  

 

The prize pool of this year's ESNC has a total value of about €1 million, which 

includes business incubation, patent consulting, testing and marketing support, 

access to customer markets, and cash prizes. Every entrant was asked to choose 

the partner region that would best support their business case. Each of the 25 

regions also select a winner, some of which give out cash prizes varying from 

€1,000 to €10,000. 

 

In addition, the GALILEO Master will get the chance to enter a six-month 

incubation programme in his or her favoured region to realise his idea. 

Other minor prizes are awarded at European and regional level. The full list of 

prizes can be found here. 

AVERAGE TIME TO 
OBTAIN THE LOAN 

n.a. 

AVERAGE PROJECT 
DURATION 

n.a. 

INDUSTRIAL SECTORS 
SUPPORTED 

n.a. 

ELIGIBLE BENEFICIARIES  Individual persons; 

 Teams from companies working on the GNSS and satellite navigation 
sectors. 

MANAGING 
AUTHORITY 

Anwendungszentrum GmbH Oberpfaffenhofen 

Ms. Ulrike Daniels 

Friedrichshafener Str. 1 

82205 Gilching  

Germany 

Phone: +49 (0)81 05 77 27 710 

Fax: +49 (0)81 05 77 27 755 

http://www.galileo-masters.eu/index.php?anzeige=prizes.html
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Email: daniels@anwendungszentrum.de  

INFORMATION 
SUPPORT 

n.a. 

SUPPORT SERVICES The full list of Regional contacts can be found here: 

http://www.galileo-masters.eu/index.php?anzeige=kontakt.php 

 

Support services such as patent consulting, incubation programmes, technical 

support and more are available for regional, special and Master prize winners: 

http://www.galileo-masters.eu/pdf/matrix2013.pdf 

WEBSITE http://www.galileo-masters.eu/index.php?anzeige=home-winner11-
1.html 

9.2 European Cooperation in Science and Technology (COST) 

Table 31: Other - European Cooperation in Science and Technology (COST) 

TITLE European Cooperation in Science and Technology (COST) 

OBJECTIVE COST wants to contribute to reducing the fragmentation in European research 

investments and opening the European Research Area to cooperation worldwide. 

STRUCTURE COST is funding research projects and mobility of researchers in the following 
sectors: 

 Biomedicine and Molecular Biosciences; 

 Food and Agriculture; 

 Forests, their Products and Services; 

 Materials, Physics and Nanosciences; 

 Chemistry and Molecular Sciences and Technologies; 

 Earth System Science and Environmental Management; 

 Information and Communication Technologies; 

 Transport and Urban Development; 

 Individuals, Societies, Cultures and Health. 

FUNDING The support covers the costs of networking activities such as meetings (e.g. 

travel, subsistence, local organiser support), conferences, workshops, short-term 

scientific exchanges, training schools, publications and dissemination activities. 

 

COST does not fund the research itself. 

 

COST is funded by the 7th Framework Programme of Research that has allocated  

€240 million until 2013. COST, under Horizon 2020, will further nurture many 

new, long-lasting relationships to the benefit of Europe’s research.  

 

The funding is usually a lump sum calculated on different parameters. The 

mailto:daniels@anwendungszentrum.de
http://www.galileo-masters.eu/index.php?anzeige=kontakt.php
http://www.galileo-masters.eu/index.php?anzeige=kontakt.php
http://www.galileo-masters.eu/pdf/matrix2013.pdf
http://www.galileo-masters.eu/index.php?anzeige=home-winner11-1.html
http://www.galileo-masters.eu/index.php?anzeige=home-winner11-1.html
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financial support averages €100,000 per year for a four-year period. 

AVERAGE TIME TO 
OBTAIN THE LOAN 

n.a. 

AVERAGE PROJECT 
DURATION 

n.a. 

INDUSTRIAL SECTORS 
SUPPORTED 

 Biomedicine and Molecular Biosciences; 

 Food and Agriculture; 

 Forests, their Products and Services; 

 Materials, Physics and Nanosciences; 

 Chemistry and Molecular Sciences and Technologies; 

 Earth System Science and Environmental Management; 

 Information and Communication Technologies; 

 Transport and Urban Development. 

ELIGIBLE BENEFICIARIES Commercial companies, including SMEs, and research centres. 

MANAGING 
AUTHORITY 

COST Office 
Avenue Louise 149  
1050 Brussels  
Belgium 
Tel. +32 2 533 38 00  
Fax +32 2 533 38 90  
office@cost.eu   

INFORMATION 
SUPPORT 

COST website: 
http://www.cost.esf.org/ 

SUPPORT SERVICES COST Helpdesk: 
opencall@cost.eu 

WEBSITE COST website: 
http://www.cost.esf.org/ 

Source: http://horizon2020projects.com/pr-interviews/european-cooperation-in-science-and-technology/ 

9.3 Other Secondary EU Funding Programmes with possible GNSS 
application 

9.3.1 PROGRAMME PUBLIC HEALTH 

This programme has three main objectives: 

 to improve citizens' health security, 
 to promote health, which involves reducing inequalities in this area, 
 to generate and disseminate health information and knowledge. 

Eligible beneficiaries are non-governmental organisations, public sector bodies, public 
administrations, universities, higher education establishments, public and private research 
institutions, hospitals and commercial firms. 

mailto:office@cost.eu
http://www.cost.esf.org/
http://www.cost.esf.org/
mailto:opencall@cost.eu
mailto:opencall@cost.eu
http://www.cost.esf.org/
http://www.cost.esf.org/
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 Co-funding: up to 60% of the project costs 

Managing Authority:  

Executive Agency for Health and Consumers, DRB A3/042, L-2920 Luxembourg 

E-mail: eahc@ec.europa.eu    

Phone: +352-4301-32015  
Fax: +352-4301-30359 
 
Visit the website: 
http://ec.europa.eu/eahc/index.html 

9.3.2 PROGRAMME PROGRESS 

The programme has six objectives: 

 to improve knowledge and understanding of the social situation of the Member States 
through analysis, evaluation and close monitoring of policies; 

 to support the development of statistical tools and methods and common indicators; 
 to support and monitor the implementation of legislation and policy objectives; 
 to promote networking, mutual learning, and the identification and dissemination of good 

practice at EU level; 
 to make stakeholders and the general public aware of European Union (EU) policies in the 

fields of employment, social protection and inclusion, working conditions, diversity and 
non-discrimination, and equality between men and women; 

 to boost the capacity of the key EU networks to promote and support EU policies. 

The programme is divided into five sections: 

 employment, 
 social protection and inclusion, 
 working conditions, 
 diversity and combating discrimination, 
 equality between women and men. 

Eligible beneficiaries are: 

 national authorities, 
 local and regional authorities, 
 public employment services, 
 national statistics offices, 
 specialised bodies, universities and research institutes, 
 employers' / employees' associations and non-governmental organisations. 

Co-funding: up to 80% of the project costs 

mailto:eahc@ec.europa.eu
http://ec.europa.eu/eahc/index.html
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Managing authority: European Commission - DG Employment and Social Affairs 

Visit the website: http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=987&langId=en 

9.3.3 EXTERNAL BORDERS FUND 

The fund has four objectives: 

 efficient administrative organisation, focusing particularly on systems for exchanging 
information, collecting statistics and improving coordination between border crossing 
points, as well as checks, surveillance tasks and registration mechanisms at external 
borders, 

 efficient management of flows of persons at external borders and, in particular, effective 
consultation of the European information systems, 

 uniform implementation of EU legislation, for example through promotion of the use of 
state-of-the-art technology for the surveillance of external borders, 

 enhancing the activity of consular services. 

Beneficiaries: national authorities and governments. 

Co-funding:  90% of the project costs. 

Managing authority: European Commission – DG Home Affairs. 

Visit the website: http://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/funding/borders/funding_borders_en.htm 

9.3.4 EUROPEAN COMMISSION – DG ENTERPRISE AND INDUSTRY 

The satellite navigation policy is managed by DG ENTR, which periodically launches specific calls 
for proposals for funding of Galileo and EGNOS applications and studies. The funding lines are 
defined in the annual work programmes available here:  

http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/contracts-grants/calls-for-proposals/about-our-
grants/index_en.htm. 

9.4 Crowdfunding 

Crowdfunding is the funding of a project through many small individual contributions. In the 
context of technological innovation, typically the funds will go towards a start-up company, though 
established companies also can use it for project funding.  

Any individual or SME can start a crowdfunding effort. An idea, a project or a business plan is set 
out on a website through which individuals can make donations towards its cost. In return, the 
funders may receive some type of benefit or, in some cases, a share of the profits.  

http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=987&langId=en
http://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/funding/borders/funding_borders_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/contracts-grants/calls-for-proposals/about-our-grants/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/contracts-grants/calls-for-proposals/about-our-grants/index_en.htm
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Crowdfunding is becoming an important source of funding for entrepreneurs. In 2012, 
Crowdfunding sites generated an estimated $2.8 billion and is forecasted to rise to $15 billion by 
2015.18  

There are alternative modes of Crowdfunding, which has advantages and disadvantages, as 
explained below.  

9.4.1 DONATION-BASED CROWDFUNDING 

There are many donation-based crowdfunding sites which vary in the arrangements of the 
donations made. Some sites do not allow funders to receive shares of the returns of the project 
they fund. Instead, project owners typically promise non-monetary benefits or “perks” related to 
the project to those donating over a certain amount. The “all-or nothing” model means projects 
set a threshold amount and unless they reach it, the site returns investors’ donations (held in 
escrow). The “keep-it-all” or “keep-what-you-earn” model means all funds donated go to the 
project.  

Examples 

 Kickstarter is a large US crowdfunding site that works on the all-or-nothing model. Just 
over $800 million has been pledged to Kickstarter projects and almost 50,000 projects 
have been funded.19 Most Kickstarter projects are related to music and arts, but around 
1,000 of them have been in the technology sector.  
In the context of Space context, the firm Planetary Resources has attracted funding of 
around $1.5 million (€1.1 million) towards its ARKYD project on a large crowdfunding site, 
Kickstarter.20 ARKYD’s aim was to launch into orbit the first publicly available space 
telescope. The project surpassed its goal of $1 million and hopes to launch the telescope 
into orbit in 2015. Planetary Resources harnessed crowdfunding as an extra source of 
capital separate to its other funding sources – it is also launching other (not publicly 
available) telescopes funded through other means. The ARKYD project offered investors a 
personalised benefit: those who donated over a certain threshold will receive “space 
selfies”, which are photographs of themselves uploaded and displayed on part of the 
spacecraft such that the telescope can take a picture of that photograph with the earth as 
the background. Higher donations entitle those funders to other benefits, such as the 
opportunity to take a photo of any celestial body using the telescope. 

 Fundedbyme is a Swedish crowdfunding site that funds businesses, music and art, also 
using the all-or-nothing donation model.  

                                                           

18 Dr Peter H Diamandis (2013), ‘Top 5 Benefits of Crowd Funding’ (http://www.xprize.org/blog/ceo-
corner/2013/08/07/top-5-benefits-of-crowd-funding) 

19 http://www.kickstarter.com/help/stats. Accessed 26/9/2013. 

20 http://www.kickstarter.com/projects/1458134548/arkyd-a-space-telescope-for-everyone-0 

http://www.xprize.org/blog/ceo-corner/2013/08/07/top-5-benefits-of-crowd-funding
http://www.xprize.org/blog/ceo-corner/2013/08/07/top-5-benefits-of-crowd-funding
http://www.kickstarter.com/help/stats
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9.4.2 INVESTMENT CROWDFUNDING 

There are two types of investment crowdfunding: equity-based; and debt-based. They are similar 
concepts to donation-based crowdfunding, but those contributing funds are making an investment 
and thus, in the equity-based model, own a stake in the company. In the debt-based model, 
contributors receive repayments of their capital plus interest, if the project is a success. 

Examples 

 Equity Crowdfunding: UK sites Crowdfunder and Crowdcube. It is commonplace, 
according to its website, for investors to offer help, mentoring and advice through 
Crowdcube.21  

 Debt-based crowdfunding: Abundance Generation, a renewable energy financing 
platform from the UK.  

9.4.3 ADVANTAGES AND DISADVANTAGES OF CROWDFUNDING 

Advantages 

 Crowdfunding efforts have an element of validation in the sense that attracting many 
investors lends the project credibility. Most crowdfunding sites display the sum raised and 
number of backers attracted by a project so far, so the popularity is fully transparent.  

 Companies have used crowdfunding to build a brand at the same time as raising money. 
Chance Barnett, founder of Crowdfunder, claims crowdfunding is “inherently social”.22 

 The opportunity to fund a start-up through many small donations may be unavailable 
otherwise. Companies in that position would otherwise have to rely on business angels or 
venture capital. This is a potential constraint on start-ups’ funding which is alleviated by 
investment crowdfunding.  

 As opposed to traditional equity, equity raised through crowdfunding allows owners to 
retain control of the operation, as there are no voting rights associated with equity 
crowdfunding.  

Disadvantages 

 Regarding investment crowdfunding, some claim investor protection is weaker under 
crowdfunding than under other investment mechanisms. There is no vetting on many 
platforms, which makes it difficult to gain redress in cases of fraud. In addition to 
disadvantaging investors, this places the onus on start-ups to somehow demonstrate 
credibility, because the fact of being on a crowdfunding platform does not necessarily 
provide credibility. 

                                                           

21 www.crowdcube.com 
22 Dr Peter H Diamandis (2013), ‘Top 5 Benefits of Crowd Funding’ (http://www.xprize.org/blog/ceo-corner/2013/08/07/top-5-benefits-

of-crowd-funding) 
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 For donation-based models, there is not always any mode of redress that forces investors 
to deliver on their promises. The level of accountability over delivering promises varies 
between crowdfunding sites, with some providing no security over this.  

 Crowdfunding is yet to mature as a funding method. Legislation around it is changing 
rapidly, for example, the 2013 JOBS Act made important changes to its status in the US. 
Legislation currently differs across EU Member States.  
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